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Thank you for forwarding this to me for input. I have been aware of this project for some time
and agree that it would be appropriate to memorialize Peterson in some way during the
upcoming 250th anniversary of the Revolutionary War.

My concern is that honoring Peterson alone would be a disservice to two more important local
heroes who served during the war—Pierre and Philip Van Cortlandt.

Attached is my counter-proposal for a monument to all three men.

I should point out that Pierre and Philip were originally buried in Croton in a family cemetery
once located along Croton Point Avenue. In 1907, when the Van Cortlandt family sold their
farm to Wood, Harmon & Co. to create the Harmon development, the Van Cortlandt graves

were moved to Hillside Cemetery in Cortlandt Manor.

I think the most appropriate location for this plaque is on the village-owned property in the
area of the Veteran’s Corners monument.

Marc

Marc Cheshire
Village Historian, Croton-on-Hudson

Website: www.crotonhistoricalsociety.org
YouTube channel

Blog: crotonhistory.org

Follow us on Facebook
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On the 250th anniversary of the founding 

of the United States of America 

we honor



PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT

1721–1814

General, 3rd Westchester Militia Regiment

NYS Lieutenant Governor, 1777–1795

Originally buried near Van Cortlandt Manor

Reinterred at Hillside Cemetery, 1907



PHILIP VAN CORTLANDT

1749–1831

Brigadier General, 2nd New York Regiment

1st Supervisor of the Town of Cortlandt

Member NYS Assembly and NYS Senate

U.S. Congressman, 1793–1809

Originally buried near Van Cortlandt Manor

Reinterred at Hillside Cemetery, 1907



JOHN PETERSON

1746? –1850

African-American soldier

2nd New York Regiment

3rd Westchester Militia Regiment

Buried in Bethel Cemetery



We also honor unknown Croton patriots 
who served during the Revolutionary War.
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