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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF ESTERO AND  

TRASK · DAIGNEAULT, LLP, FOR LAND USE LAW SERVICES 

 

 THIS AGREEMENT is entered into this 4th day of February, 2026, between the Village of 

Estero, a Florida municipal corporation (“Village”) and Trask · Daigneault, LLP (“the Firm”). 

 

WHEREAS, § 5(2) of the Estero Charter provides that there shall be a Village Attorney 

who shall be a member in good standing of The Florida Bar, who shall be appointed by the Village 

Council, who shall serve as the chief legal advisor to the Council and Village administrators, 

departments, and agencies; who shall attend all Council meetings unless excused by Council, and 

who shall perform such professional duties as may be required by law or by the Council in the 

furtherance of law; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 16th 2022, the Village Council retained the Firm to serve as 

Village Attorney as set forth in § 5(2) of the Estero Village Charter, beginning at 12:01 a.m. on 

Monday, November 21st 2022; and 

 

 WHEREAS, at this time, the Village had engaged a separate firm for the provision of land 

use legal services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the attorney who has been serving the Village’s land use legal services has 

given notice that she intends to retire in February of 2026; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Firm is capable of and is willing to provide land use legal services to the 

Village; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Manager and Community Development Director reviewed the 

qualifications of the Firm’s proposed primary land use attorney and determined she has the 

experience and skills to provide the necessary services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Village Code § 2-173(a)(7) exempts from competitive procurement the 

acquisition of the services of law firms or other outside counsel for any reason deemed by the 

Village Council as necessary to address the Village’s legal needs, and provides that such firms or 

persons shall be selected by the Council or, when authorized by Council, the Village Manager or 

Village Attorney; and 

 

WHEREAS, Village Code § 2-174(b) authorizes the Village Manager to approve 

agreements within the dollar value of the historical billing range of these services; and 

 

WHEREAS, nevertheless, the Manager wanted to afford the Village Council the 

opportunity to approve the agreement; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village Council determines that retaining the Firm is required to meet the 

Village’s legal needs. 

 



Page 2 of 3 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, and in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants set forth 

in this Agreement, the Parties agree as follows: 

 

1. The Village retains the Firm to provide land use legal services, to begin at 12:01 a.m. on 

Monday, February 9th 2026. While any of the Firm’s attorneys may be assigned to provide 

particular services to the Village, as proposed by the Firm, the primary land use attorney shall be 

Erica Augello, Esq. 

 

2. The Firm shall be compensated for attorney services at the rate of $240 per hour for 

attorney work. Paralegal services shall be billed at the rate of $90 per hour for all work performed 

under this Agreement. 

 

3. The Village shall pay all costs incurred or advanced by the Firm in providing the services 

pursuant to this Agreement. Such costs include, but are not limited to, court filing fees, deposition 

charges, document scanning and photocopying charges, express delivery (FedEx, UPS, etc.) 

charges, travel time, computer research fees (other than legal research which the Firm does not 

charge for), and other out-of-pocket costs. 

 

4. The Firm will bill the Village on a monthly basis for all legal fees and costs incurred in the 

prior month under this Agreement, and the Village shall pay these invoices in accordance with the 

Florida Local Government Prompt Payment Act. For any month in which no services are requested 

or costs incurred, no bill will be sent. 

 

5. This Agreement is terminable by either the Village Council or the Firm for any or no reason 

on thirty (30) days written notice to the other Party. 

 

6. In the event the Village terminates the Firm’s services under this Agreement, the Firm shall 

be entitled to be compensated according to the terms of this Agreement for all services rendered 

or costs incurred prior to the effective date of the termination. 

 

7. All notices and communications required under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall 

be deemed to have been duly given when delivered personally or by registered or certified mail to 

the following persons: 

 

For the Village: Steven R. Sarkozy, Village Manager 

   Village Hall 

9401 Corkscrew Palms Circle 

Estero, Fl 33928 

    

For the Firm:  Thomas Trask, Esq., Managing Partner 

   Trask · Daigneault, L.L.P 

   1001 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 201 

   Clearwater, FL 33756 

 

Either Party may change the person or address to which notices and other communications are to 

be sent by giving written notice of the change in the manner specified in this paragraph. 
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8. This Agreement shall be effective upon the date set forth in the introductory paragraph of 

this Agreement notwithstanding the actual date(s) of approval or execution by the Parties, and shall 

renew without action by either Party annually until terminated by either Party. 

 

9. This Agreement contains the complete agreement between the Parties. Any other prior 

written or verbal agreements between the Parties are superseded by this Agreement. 

 

10. This Agreement is entered into for the sole and exclusive benefit of the Parties. The Parties 

expressly confirm that they have not entered into this Agreement for the benefit of any other third 

party. 

 

11. This Agreement may not be amended except in a written Amendment approved by the 

Village and Firm. 

 

The Parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their authorized agents on the date set 

forth in the introductory paragraph. 

 

VILLAGE OF ESTERO, FLORIDA  TRASK · DAIGNEAULT, L.L.P 

 

 

By:______________________________  By:__________________________ 

Steven R. Sarkozy,      Thomas Trask, Esq. 

Village Manager      Managing Partner 


