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The Nolensville Town Square Design Guidelines shall be used by developers, architects, builders, 

property owners and business owners when considering design and construction in Nolensville Town 

Square. These standards and guidelines are intended to regulate the vision intended for Nolensville 

Town Square through additional regulations of the site and architectural design. The underlying 

“base” zoning continues to govern land use and form-based design. Where more restrictive, these 

standards and guidelines shall supercede the base zoning.

The Nolensville Town Square Design Guidelines are intended to be both prescriptive in some regards 

and suggestive in others. Prescriptive standards will use mandatory compliance language such as 

“shall” where suggestive guidelines will use more flexible language such as “should”. Compliance 

with these standards and guidelines does not exempt any property from applicable local, state, and 

federal laws, codes, or guidelines. 

The Nolensville Town Square Architecture Review Committee (ARC) has prepared a scaled 

application and review process that is intended to ensure thorough review and compliance to the 

guidelines while limiting exposure and risk to the applicant. The ARC maintains the right to deviate 

from the guidelines and standards in this document to promote appropriately creative designs and 

to accommodate unique hardships and unforeseen conditions, so long as they do not conflict with 

the existing zoning and/or any other jurisdictional regulations.

The format is intended to depict the “appropriate” character of lot design and architecture that 

embody the vision for Nolensville Town Square.  “Inappropriate” character images have also been 

depicted to help ensure there are no misinterpretations of the required character and related design 

elements.

The overall goal is the creation of a community that conveys simple, collective elegance and vitality 

from the massing, scale and detailing of architecture and landscape architecture.

Disclaimer: Character imagery is intended to be for conceptual inspiration and it is not prescriptive. The 
guidelines may be modified as the Town of Nolensville adopts the work in progress pattern book as multiple 
specifications and guidelines within this book have adopted  the current Appendix E - Design Review Manual.

co m p l i a n c e  Re v i e w  & pe R m i t t i n g  pR o c e s s

Preliminary Submittal

Intended as an internal initial review with the Nolensville Town 

Square ARC of whether a design is compatible with the lot size 

and type, scale and massing, facade order, materials, and 

architectural character of Nolensville Town Square; application 

shall include proposed architectural elevations and details, 

material specifications, color package, and building dimensions.

Town of Nolensville DRC Design Submittal

Applicant will create a submission package including every 

building for each phase of construstion that will be sent to the 

Town of Nolensville’s DRC. Each building within a specified 

construction phase will include dimensioned building plans and 

elevations, architectural details, material specifications and colors 

for review by the Town of Nolensville’s DRC. 

Permit Submittal

Applicant’s full Construction Document set, site plan, and 

landscape plan, to be submitted to the Nolensville Town Square 

ARC, illustrating revisions and/or responses to comments returned 

by the ARC during the Preliminary Submittal review and the Town 

of Nolensville DRC during the Design Submittal review.

Construction Submittal

Intended to review and approve proposed changes and revisions 

encountered during the construction phase

  © 2023 Smith Gee Studio, LLC.



 ∙ Rejec ted
 ∙ Revise and Resubmit

 ∙ Rejec ted
 ∙ Rev ise and Resubmit

DRC Review and Response

P r e l i m i n a r y  S u b m i t t a l

To w n  o f  N o l e n s v i l l e  D R C 
D e s i g n  S u b m i t t a l

P e r m i t  S u b m i t t a l

C o n s t r u c t i o n  S u b m i t t a l

Applicant Submit Preliminary Design to 

Nolensville Town Square Architectural Review Committee (ARC)
 ∙ Schemat ic S ite/ Lot Plan
 ∙ Schemat ic Floor Plan(s)

 ∙ Dimensioned Floor Plans 
 ∙ Dimensioned Elevat ions

ARC Review and Response (Round 1)

 ∙ Full Const ruc t ion Document Set*
* Set shall include rev is ions/responses to prev ious condit ions/ 
comments

 ∙ Final Plat 
  - Building Footpr int
  - Building Ent r y Locat ions
  - F inished Ground Floor
  - Sidewalk elevat ion at building ent r ies
  - HVAC Locat ion(s)
  - Dr iveway Locat ion(s)

 ∙ Dimensioned Floor Plans (each f loor)
 ∙ Dimensioned Elevat ions (each facade)
 ∙ Roof Plan
 ∙ Sec t ion Details

  -Foundat ion wall to s iding t ransit ion

  -Roof eave and sof f i t sec t ion detai ls
  -Porch foundat ion, column, beam, eave, and 
  cei l ing
  -Window and door casing/ t r im details

 ∙ Windows and Doors
 ∙ Rail ing and Balust rade Details
 ∙ Dormer Details
 ∙ Mater ial Specs and Color Palet te

  -Cladding (siding, br ick , s tone)
  -Roof ing
  -Porch/stoop f loor, s teps and cei l ing
  -Columns, rai l ings, balus t rades
  -Windows, doors and garage doors
  -Tr im, sof f i t s , fascia, f r ieze and shut ters
  -Gut ters and downspouts

  -Ex ter ior l ight ing f ix tures
 ∙ Landscape Plan (Packages)*

  -Plat plan
  -HVAC equipment locat ion(s)
  -Dr iveway locat ion and mater ial
  -Walkway mater ials and colors
  -Hardscape mater ials and colors
  -Quant it ies and locat ions of plant ings
  -Species
  -Schemat ic ir r igat ion plan

 ∙ Fence and gate locat ions, mater ial, color and design 
detai ls

* Builder may apply for landscape rev iews as separate and 
indiv idual applicat ions af ter building packages are approved

Developer Submit Design Package to Town DRC

Applicant Submit Construction Document to ARC

Applicant/Builder Submit Design Changes/ 

Revisions at ARC Meeting for Approval

Town of Nolensv i l le Building Permit Process
(Applicant reference Local Inspec t ion Depar tment for procedure)ARC Issues Let ter of Approval to Applicant

Applicant 

R e s p o n s i b l e  P a r t y

Nolensville Town Square ARC

Town of Nolensville DRC

Town of Nolensville Building Permit Process

 ∙ Approve as Submit ted
 ∙ Approve with Condit ions/Comments

 ∙ Approve as Submit ted
 ∙ Approve with Condit ions/Comment s

 ∙ Rejec ted
 ∙ Rev ise and Resubmit

 ∙ Rejec ted
 ∙ Rev ise and Resubmit

ARC Review and Response (Round 2)

 ∙ Approve as Submit ted
 ∙ Approve with Condit ions/Comment s

 ∙ Approve as Submit ted
 ∙ Approve with Condit ions/Comments

 ∙ Elevat ions
 ∙ Architec tural Detai ls

 ∙ Archi tec tural Detai ls
 ∙ Mater ial Specs and Color Palet te

 ∙ Mater ial Specs and Color Palet te





 Vision

A
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N o l e n s v i l l e  To w n  S q u a r e

Nolensville Town Square will become a destination for residents and visitors to enjoy all that 

Nolensville has to offer. Set in the heart of Tennessee, Nolensville is an ever-growing and changing 

community.

H i s t o r y

The area now known as Nolensville, TN was established in 1797 by William Nolen. Nolen took in 

the land around him, noticing it had rich soil and many natural resources. Nolensville continued 

to expand, and the town was officially re-incorporated in 1996. Since its establishment, Nolensville 

has seen a wide assortment of neighborhoods, businesses, and schools emerge throughout the 

community, all in response to a growing population.

C o m m u n i t y

The historic 31A Trail passes right through this charming yet developing town on the east side of 

Williamson County. With its quaint historic district and close-knit community, Nolensville brings a 

nostalgic sense of home to all who pass through. Locally owned businesses abound here, including 

mom-and-pop antique stores, old-school toy and book shops for kids, and contemporary boutiques.

L o c a t i o n

Only 22-miles southeast of Nashville, Nolensville is an ideal blend of charming “small-town” tradition 

and with easy access to big-city amenities. Nolensville is close to major expressways, has great parks 

and open green space, and boasts being a part of the Williamson County School District, known for 

being among the top ranked school districts of the state.

co n t e x t u a l  an a ly s i s
A.01 Vision and Core Principles
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vi s i o n 
A.02 Vision and Core Principles

The vision for Nolensville Town Square is to become the heart 

of Nolensville. Residents and members of the community will 

enjoy an inspired and walkable main street district with a vibrant 

square, shops, restaurants, and amenities. 

The master plan for Nolensville Town Square enhances the 

vision for creating a mixed-use community that brings together 

residential and commercial uses while promoting a healthy 

lifestyle and pedestrian-friendly environment.  The Concept Plan 

supports the City’s design principles and provides a design that 

is responsive to the recently adopted Zoning Ordinance with 

emphasis on the standards set forth for the Main Street Village 

Overaly District (MSVOD).

Key elements of the vision for Nolensville Town Square include the 

following:

• A “Live, Work, and Play” community

• A Unique Public Realm complete with a town square

• Main Street Shopping and Dining Experience

• Celebration of A Rich History
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Regulating Master Plan

B
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The Regulating Master plan will be the governing Design 

Guideline plan for the  Nolensville Town Square Development.  Its 

purpose is to ensure a consistent design narrative that is used 

throughout the site and to establish a design theme for all built 

and natural elements.  This is critical to establish the desired look, 

feel, and ultimately the success of implementing the vision and 

core principles of the development theme.

The goal of these guidelines is to increase appreciation for 

design, and the availability of good spaces for civic, commercial 

and residential uses.

The intent is to create a degree of consistency among the 

landscape, street scape, site furnishings and greens that 

compliment the architecture, thereby creating a vibrant town 

center that impacts the area for decades to come.

B.01 Regulating Master Plan 

Re g u l at i n g  ma s t e R  pl a n
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P a r k i n g  G a r a g e  S t r u c t u r e s
A. Parking garage structures shall meet all area, height, bulk, and setback 

requirements for a permitted principal building in the Nolensville Zoning 
Ordinance.

B. Parking garage structures shall not be located along, or exposed to, 
street frontages, with an exception for access drives.

C. Vehicular openings to parking structures shall not exceed 35 feet in 
width. 

D. Where parking structures and pedestrian adjoin, the exterior edge of 
the parking structure should exhibit a high level of architectural detail 
such as decorative grill work, overhead trellises, tree canopy, planter/
seat walls, pedestrian-scaled lighting, public art, and the application 
of materials and textures that establish a comfortable and well-
proportioned human scale.

E. Parking structures shall have a clearly marked pedestrian entrance, 
separate from vehicular access, on street frontages.

F. Below grade parking shall not be visible from the surface of the earth. 
Underground parking that is completely below grade may extend 
beyond the facade of the building, but it may not encroach into the 
right-of-way.

S i t e  A c c e s s
A. Nolensville’s character is largely formed by the appearance of its 

important streets and the same holds true at Nolensville Town Square.  
How public and private elements of the streetscape relate to each other 
provides a sense of order; public roadways, shoulders and medians, 
utility lines and traffic signage in relationship to private landscaping, 
parking areas, building facades and signage.  Scrutiny of what may be 
seen from public ways should be most intense while fewer visible private 
areas of sites should be more at the landowner’s discretion.

B. Site access and internal circulation in should promote safety, ef ficiency, 
and convenience. Vehicular entrances should be clearly identified and 
be easily accessible to minimize pedestrian/vehicle conflict.

C. Where alleys are provided, vehicular access from alleys is required. 
Driveway access will not be allowed along the primary street. 

D. Shared parking areas and cross-access easements are encouraged to 
improve access control and reduce curb cuts along streets.

E. The number and width of curb cuts along a property should be the 
minimum necessary for ef fective on and off-site traf fic circulation.  
As a guide, no more than one curb cut should occur in each 100 feet 
of frontage.  Combined or shared entries between properties are 
encouraged.  If two entries are needed, a one-way system should be 
considered to reduce curb cut area and maximize parking area. The 
only exception is on the East side of building A where garage access and 
loading docks are located.

F. In general, curb cuts should be no wider than needed to meet standards.  
Generally they should be limited to 25 feet for residential uses and 35 
feet for non-residential uses.

G. Where driveways to parking facilities or drop-off areas cross the 
sidewalk corridor, priority shall be given to the pedestrian realm. Raised 
pathways, decorative paving, landscaping and bollards should be used 
to separate pedestrian paths from vehicular circulation areas.

S u r f a c e  P a r k i n g
A. Off-street parking shall be located internal to the block and not located 

along street.
B. Surface parking shall not be located at street corners.
C. On-street parallel parking is encouraged as a means of providing front 

door convenience parking.
D. On-street angled parking around the town square is encouraged as a 

means of providing convenience parking.
E. Surface parking areas adjacent to public streets or public common open 

spaces shall be separated from the property lines or right-of-ways with 
a perimeter landscape buffer 5 feet minimum in width. 

B.02 Regulating Master Plan

pa R k i n g  a n d  ac c e s s
Automobile traffic is vital to a prosperous Nolensville Town Square. Visitors arrive by vehicle and need to find their way to destinations 

without experiencing unnecessary confusion or delays. However, vehicles are only beneficial to a neighborhood if there are passengers 

in them; slowly driving by or stopping at traffic signals and glancing into the storefronts. Once the vehicle is parked and the visitors are 

on foot, the vehicle becomes a liability to the success of the neighborhood and competes with limited valuable real estate that could be 

used for business enterprise or public benefit. 
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The intent of the Streetscape Plan is to 

create a functional streetscape that 

enhances the distinct character of the 

neighborhood as well as create an 

enjoyable public place for residents 

and visitors. This plan also involves the 

integration of a Town Square centralized 

in the community core and the creation 

of publicly accessible, private spaces 

throughout the project.  Pocket Parks are 

uniquely placed along the streetscape 

in key connection thoroughfares to help 

create vibrant, and unique spaces for 

everyone to enjoy. 

The master plan depicts a streetscape 

that supports and encourages a high 

quality of life for its residents by adding a 

number of key features to support quality 

pedestrian environments and active 

transportation. The vision depicts a safe 

and interactive street that functions as a 

place, year round, supported by amenities 

and made distinct by its high quality 

design details.

B.03 Regulating Master Plan

st R e e t s c a p e s
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To w n  S q u a r e  S t r e e t  -  S e c t i o n  B

C o m m e r c i a l  S t r e e t  -  S e c t i o n  A

P r i v a t e  D r i v e  -  S e c t i o n  D

N e i g h b o r h o o d  S t r e e t  -  S e c t i o n  C
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pe d e s t R i a n 
sh e d

B.04 Regulating Master Plan

Each Development Parcel of 10 

acres or more shall be based upon 

one or several proposed or existing 

Standard or Linear Pedestrian 

Sheds, as applicable, located 

according to existing conditions, 

such as traffic intersections, 

Adjacent Development, and natural 

features. Each pedestrian shed 

shall have a common destination 

near its center. Each Pedestrian 

Shed within such Development 

Parcel shall contain at least one 

Main Civic Space of the Green or 

Square type, as permitted within 

the applicable District within 800 

feet of the geographic center.
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 - Town Square
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 -Performance Stage
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 -Pocket Parks
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pl a n

B.05 Regulating Master Plan

The Civic Space Plan illustrates the 
where public spaces are distributed 
throughout the Nolensville Town Square 
Development and how residence would 
have a variety of both programmed 
and non programmed space to enjoy. 

Each Pedestrian Shed within such 
Development Parcel shall contain at 
least one Main Civic Space, Green 
or Square type, as permitted within 
the applicable District, within 800 
feet of the geographic center of such 
Pedestrian Shed, unless topographic 
conditions, pre-existing thoroughfare 
alignments or other circumstances 
prevent such location.

A Civic Space designed and equipped 
as a Playground shall also be located 
within 800 feet of every Lot or Building 
Site in Residential Use in all Districts.

In addition to the Main civic spaces, 
secondary spaces (Pocket parks, and 
greens) have been distributed across 
the development for the public to enjoy.



22  |  Nolensville Town Square Design Guidelines

Civic Space

Open Space

Greenway

LEGEND

N
O

L E
N

S
V

I L L E
 R

O
A

D

N
O

L E
N

S
V

I L L E
 R

O
A

D

POST STREETPOST STREET

O
LD

 N
O

LEN
SV

ILLE RO
A

D

O
LD

 N
O

LEN
SV

ILLE RO
A

D
POST STREETPOST STREET

Approximately Approximately 
4.8 acres4.8 acres

Approximately Approximately 
0.4 acres0.4 acres

Approximately Approximately 
0.55 acres0.55 acres

Approximately Approximately 
3 acres3 acres

Approximately Approximately 
0.1 acre0.1 acre

Approximately Approximately 
0.1 acre0.1 acre

Approximately Approximately 
0.2 acres0.2 acres

Approximately Approximately 
0.1 acre0.1 acre

Approximately Approximately 
0.1 acre0.1 acre

Approximately Approximately 
0.2 acre0.2 acre

O
LD

 N
O

LE
N

SV
IL

LE
 R

O
A

D
O

LD
 N

O
LE

N
SV

IL
LE

 R
O

A
D

60’0’ 120’ 240’

ci v i c  a n d  op e n 
spa c e  pR o g R a m 
el e m e n t s

B.06 Regulating Master Plan

Civic and open spaces play a pivotal 

role in enhancing the quality of life in a 

neighborhood by offering a multifaceted 

array of benefits.  Beyond providing a 

natural escape from urban environments, 

these spaces will serve as a communal 

hub by fostering social interaction and 

community cohesion.  They will provide 

areas for recreation, exercise, and 

relaxation, contributing to both physical 

and mental well-being.  

These spaces can become educational 

platforms, hosting events and promoting 

environmental awareness.  Additionally 

these spaces improve air quality, mitigate 

noise, and provide habitats for wildlife, 

contributing to overall environmental 

sustainability.  These will be vital 

components of the neighborhood, 

promoting health, happiness, and a sense 

of belonging among residence.
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Entertainment

Splash Pad Read

Farmer’s Market

Christmas Tree Lighting Play

Food Trucks Art

Social Events

Dine

Relax

to w n sq u a R e  e l e m e n t s
B.07 Regulating Master Plan

INTENT - Formally planned, mix of hardscape and softscape

Area of high pedestrian travel
Located at center of activating uses
Ensures connection between community parks

SIZE - 0.55 acres

EXPERIENCES - ensure a mix of uses with a focus on Social 
gathering

FREQUENCY OF USE
• Special events
• Seasonal events
• Monthly events
• Weekly events
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B.08 Regulating Master Plan

to w n sq u a R e  po w e R  o f  10
The Power of 10+ is a concept Project for Public 

Spaces developed to evaluate and facilitate 

Placemaking at multiple city scales. It is a 

powerful tool for generating constructive 

conversations to identify targeted Placemaking 

efforts. Cities succeed or fail at the human 

scale—the place scale—and this scale is often 

overlooked. The Power of 10+ shows how paying 

attention to the human experience when 

building a city’s destinations and districts can 

have immediate and widespread impacts. 

We have found that whenever we introduce this 

idea to a community, citizens quickly become 

more motivated to turn their places around. 

The Power of 10+ offers an easy framework 

that encourages residents and stakeholders 

to revitalize urban life, and it shows big things 

can be accomplished by starting at the 

smallest scale. The concept also gives people 

incremental and tangible goals, and it helps 

them to visualize, and collectively work towards, 

a truly great end result. 

It is the role of placemakers to encourage 

everyone to think about what’s special in their 

communities. How many quality places are 

located nearby, and how are they connected? 

Are there places that should be recognized 

but aren’t? Answering these questions can 

help residents and stakeholders determine 

where they need to focus their energies, both 

individually and collectively.
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B.09 Regulating Master Plan

to w n sq u a R e 
en l a R g e m e n t
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Biking
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Reading
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B.10 Regulating Master Plan

INTENT - Oriented to the flexible needs of the area , provides 
space for:
• Active recreation
• Lunchtime relaxation
• Area of high pedestrian travel
• Informal gatherings 

SIZE - 3.8 acres

EXPERIENCES - ensure a mix of uses

FREQUENCY OF USE
• Special events
• Seasonal events
• Monthly events
• Weekly events
• Daily events
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B.12 Regulating Master Plan

INTENT - smaller parks that provide:
• Lunchtime relaxation
• Small areas for gathering
• Activation for the whole site
• Connection to the community greens

SIZE - 1/8 acre and smaller

EXPERIENCES - ensure a mix of uses with a focus on 
contemplation

FREQUENCY OF USE
• Weekly events
• Daily events
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S i t e  L a y o u t
A. Building siting should take into consideration the context, the 

location of nearby uses, and the location of major traf fic generators 
as well as the site’s characteristics. In developed areas, new projects 
should meet or exceed the standards of quality that have been set 
by surrounding development.

B. When feasible, mixed-use buildings should be provided to activate 
the streetscape at dif ferent hours of the day.

C. Buildings shall be sited to avoid random and irregular building 
relationships; arrange buildings to create a sense of unity and overall 
harmony. 

D. In major commercial areas where patrons are to be encouraged to 
walk between establishments, buildings should generally be located 
as close to streets as possible while providing adequate area for 
landscaping in the setback area.  Large unbroken expanses of 
paving between the street and building are discouraged

E. Sidewalks along street frontages shall be continuous between 
properties. A proposed development shall locate sidewalks to meet 
abutting walkways.  The width of a sidewalk shall blend with that 
of abutting walkways.  Buildings shall provide a functional entry 
onto the street/sidewalk network or other public space at frequent 
intervals to promote activity at the street level. 

F. Sidewalks should connect building entries within and between 
developments where possible.  Connecting uses means making clear 
pedestrian and vehicular pathways between developments. It also 
means intermingling compatible uses. A strong sense of community, 
the highly valued “small-town atmosphere,” depends on having such 
convenient and easy access to a variety of activities and uses.

G. Building entrances shall be distinctly pronounced on the building 
facade and identifiable from parking areas, streets, and public 
spaces. Sidewalks leading to building entrances are required.

H. Commercial and commercial/mixed-use lots fronting a public right-
of-way shall have a continuous sidewalk no less than 8 feet in width 
along the entire frontage. Sidewalks should align with street cross 
sections.

I. Pedestrian connectivity should be provided between buildings, 
parking areas, public common open spaces, and amenities.

J. Off-street parking areas serving commercial uses shall be located to 
the rear of buildings and shall not be located between buildings and 
streets or public common open spaces.

K. Off-street parking shall be designed to minimize direct views of 
parked vehicles from street right-of-way or public common open 
spaces. Screening shall be provided through the use of landscaping 
and/or buildings. 

L. Off-street parking areas should avoid large, unbroken expanses of 
pavement by dividing parking into small paved areas separated by 
landscaping, sidewalks, access drives, or structures.

M. Buildings should be designed with common architectural elements, 
materials, colors, and detailing on each facade facing a public 
street. Porches and other architectural elements are encouraged 
on facades facing a public street, pocket park or common open 
space. Porches may be used when appropriate to transition from 
commercial to residential neighborhoods at pocket parks, street 
corners, or open space.

G e n e r a l  L a n d s c a p e  R e q u i r e m e n t s
A. Minimum landscape buffer standards as noted in the Nolensville 

Zoning Ordinance shall be met for buffering dif ferent land uses. For 
approved plant species refer to Approved Plant Palette list.

B. Blank building walls shall not be permitted on principal frontage 
facades. Blank walls on minor facades shall be setback a minimum 
of 4 feet from the property line and landscaped to reduce the impact 
of the blank wall. 

C. Landscaping, water features, and art should be incorporated into 
pocket park design.  Shade trees and architectural elements that 
provide shelter and relief from direct sunlight should be provided.

D. Building owners and/or tenants of buildings fronting sidewalks no 
less than 5 feet wide are encouraged to maintain appropriately 
scaled landscape planters along building frontages; planters and 
landscaping materials shall not encroach more than 3 feet from the 
building facades into the sidewalk and shall be no greater than 4 ft. 
in height

E. The builder and/or property owner or each individual site will be 
required to install sod in the grass strip between the street’s curb and 
the public sidewalk for the length of the site frontage, including side 
streets, if on a corner.

F. Parking Areas and Parking Lots shall contain at least one landscape 
island for every ten (10) parking spaces. Parking Lots with more than 
one landscape island shall have such islands distributed throughout 
the Parking Lot. 

G. Interior parking rows shall be terminated at both ends with 
landscape islands. 

H. Each parking island shall be of a minimum size equal to a standard 
parking space; provided that each parking island abutting two rows 
of head to head parking spaces shall be of a minimum size and 
length equal to two (2) parking spaces. 

I. Parking islands shall contain a minimum of one (1) shade tree for 
every single island. If a parking island is double length or width, then 
two (2) shade trees shall be required. 

J. Rows of parking fronting on drive aisles including alleys shall be 
provided with a minimum five feet (5’) (excluding curbs) landscaped 
buffer. 

K. Root zones for existing trees to remain shall be a minimum of 48 
square feet. 

L. For every 2,000 square feet of Parking Area or Parking Lot, at least 

si t e  & l a n d s c a p e  Re q u i R e m e n t s
C.01 Site and Landscape Guidelines
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Inappropriate

<

Large unbroken expanses of paving between the s t reet and building are discouragedFacades lack ing ar t iculat ion and a def ined s t reet scape are not permit ted.  

Appropriate<

Struc ture to cover dumpsters located within sur face park ing area should be heavily 
screened with landscaping.

Mixed-use s t ruc ture with resident ial above commercial. Landscaping and furnishing 
zones along the s t reet scape to break up facades.

Pedest r ian passageways in commercial areas are enhanced by 
prov iding landscape elements and seat ing space.

one tree shall be installed or preserved within the Parking Area 
or Parking Lot except to the extent that trees outside of the Lot 
containing the Parking Area or Parking Lot are allowed to satisfy this 
requirement as set forth below. 

M. No parking space shall be more than seventy-two feet (72’) from a 
tree within the Lot, as measured from the center of the Tree to the 
nearest line demarcating the space. 

N. Any Parking Area or Parking Lot in the First or Second Layer shall be 
Screened from view. 

O. Except for trees allowed to be counted outside the Parking Area 
or Parking Lot, new trees shall be installed and/or existing trees 
preserved in Tree islands provided pursuant to this Section and/or at 
the perimeter of the Parking Area or Parking Lot, provided that the 
perimeter of the Parking Area or Parking Lot where trees are installed 
or preserved to meet this requirement lies within the Lot on which the 
Parking Area or Parking Lot is located. 

P. Trees outside of the Parking Area or Parking Lot located within 
twenty feet (20’) of the closest portion of such Parking Area or 
Parking Lot, including but not limited to Trees within Thoroughfare 
Rights-of-Way and Civic Spaces, may be counted toward satisfying 
the requirements. 

Q. In addition to any walkway or Sidewalk around a Parking Area or 
Parking Lot, each such Parking Area or Parking Lot exceeding one 
hundred and twenty (120) spaces shall have least one pedestrian 
walkway bisecting the Parking Area or Parking Lot and connecting 
to adjoining sidewalks of a minimum width of eight feet (8’) that is 
paved dif ferently from the parking spaces with respect to texture, 
material, style, and/or color. 

R. All installed turf grass shall be a turf-type tall fescue blend.

S. Automatic irrigation is required for all street trees/turf strips. 

T. All street trees must be 3” caliper minimum.
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The pedestrian zone is the area along a street, pocket park or 
frontage of each building. Elements designed for and placed 
within the pedestrian zone should be primarily focused on 
providing a safe and pleasant experience for pedestrians. Such 
elements may include sidewalks, street trees, landscaping strips, 
street lamps, waste receptacles, park benches, outdoor cafe 

seating, way-finding signage and utilities.

P e d e s t r i a n  Z o n e s
A. Commercial and mixed-use buildings fronting Old Nolensville Road and 

Post Street shall have a continuous sidewalk no less than 8 feet in width 
along the entire building frontage. Parking located behind commercial 
and mixed-use buildings should have a continuous sidewalk no less 
than 5 feet in width to access rear building entries and pedestrian 
passageways between buildings. Sidewalks should align with street 
cross sections.

B. Wider sidewalks are encouraged to provide outdoor dining and sidewalk 
cafe’ seating areas.

C. Pedestrian passageways should connect between buildings, pocket 
parks and surface parking areas to sidewalks along the public realm.

D. Mixed-Use and Commercial  buildings should incorporate pocket parks 
into their designs and usable pedestrian areas should be provided 
between buildings.

E. Shade-producing street trees should be planted within pedestrian zones, 
either in planting verges or in tree wells.

F. Street lamps, street furnishings, sign poles, bollards and waste 
receptacles shall be coordinated and reviewed by the Nolensville Town 
Square ARC.

G. Raised pathways, decorative paving, hardscaping, landscaping and 
bollards should be used to separate pocket parks from the street, 
parking areas, or drive aisles. Pocket parks should be well lit. 

H. All improvements shall meet applicable accessibility requirements and 
codes.

I. Sidewalks and crosswalks should include materials that dif ferentiate 
them from vehicular travel ways.

J. Where located in the public realm, utility services, meters, boxes, etc. shall 
be located in underground vaults where practicable.

K. Incorporate natural drainage and/ or allowed infiltration practices into 
infrastructure using light imprint designs.

Tradit ional urban planters posit ioned within furnishing zones Decorat ive paving, hardscaping, landscaping and site furnishings should be used to 
separate sidewalk s and pocket park s f rom the s t reet, park ing areas, or dr ive ais les. 

Outdoor dining areas are encouraged to ac t ivate the pedest r ian realm.

Stamped raised intersec t ions to connec t s idewalk s and pocket park s.St reet lamps, s t reet furnishings, s ign poles, bollards and waste receptacles shall be coordinated and rev iewed by the DRC.

C.02 Site and Landscape Guidelines

pe d e s t R i a n  Zo n e s
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Town Squareha R d s c a p e s
C.03 Site and Landscape Guidelines

Simplification of the landscape aesthetic is not just limited to 

the judicious use of plant material throughout the development. 

Unifying the Town of Nolensville design can also be achieved 

by utilizing site furnishings and hardscape materials that are 

harmonious in design and will eliminate the clutter that occurs 

when adjacent areas have a different vocabulary of furnishings, 

signage, planters, lighting, and paving. Landscape materials 

should also celebrate the uniqueness of individual campus 

precincts, providing a differentiation of paving and furnishings.

Furnishings, paving and other landscape materials should 

present a unified, cohesive image that help reinforce the 

continuity throughout the development. Extensive variations in 

benches, trash receptacles, tables, lights, and paving materials 

can result in visual clutter and the lack of a unified image. The 

selection of site furnishings and hardscapes should be limited to a 

cohesive family of landscape materials.

Public art should also contribute to a cohesive image for the 

development and bring points of interest and excitement in the 

development. Thoughtful placement of the installations will 

ensure that their placement enhances the art as well as enhances 

the spaces throughout the neighborhood. Consideration should 

also be given to locations that could be reserved for temporary 

or revolving installations have been implemented in many 

communities across the region. 

Raised intersec t ions Br ick pavers to dif ferent iate zones

Paving at s tore f ront s

Br ick pavingConcrete s idewalk s
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Pocket Parks
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Asphalt greenway t rai l Concrete pathsDecomposed granite seat ing nook s

Concrete s idewalk s Br ick paving zones Decomposed granite seat ing areas
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E x t e r i o r  L i g h t i n g
A. Exterior lighting should be designed as a part of 

the architectural and landscape concepts of the 
project and should not be an after thought.

B. Site or parking area lighting may not cast light 
beyond property boundaries.  Cut-off devices 
should be used to avoid throw on adjacent sites 
when necessary. 

C. The height of fixtures should be in proportion to the 
building mass.  Ground-oriented, pedestrian scale 
lighting should be considered as an alternate to 
pole-mounted fixtures along sidewalks. 

D. Lighting fixtures should be compatible in style 
with associated buildings.  Lighting directed on 
buildings is discouraged unless it illuminates 
identification signage on the building facade.  The 
selection of light fixtures, pole types, lamp color 
(preferred black), and style all contribute to the 
character and sense of place within a complex.  

E. Exterior lighting shall be used to provide 
illumination for the security and safety of on-site 
areas such as building entrances, parking, loading, 
shipping and receiving, walkways, and working 
areas.

F. Warm lighting colors are preferred; blue-white 
color is discouraged.  Light fixtures that cast light 
primarily downward shall be used. Lights should 
be dark sky compliant with cut of f fixtures and 
shielding

G. All building entrances shall be well lit.  If the 
entrance is recessed, a light from the ceiling of the 
entry vestibule is strongly encouraged to prevent 
any dark pockets or hiding places.

H. Pedestrian passageways between buildings shall be 
illuminated with pedestrian scale lighting fixtures 
that complement the building’s architectural style.

S t r e e t  L i g h t i n g
A. Lighting levels along streets should vary 

according to land use with higher lighting levels 
in commercial areas than in residential areas.  
An average of 0.4 foot candles is suggested 
for residential areas and 0.6 foot candles for 
commercial developments.  

B. Lighting level should be varied by fixture height and 
spacing. 

C. A standard pole and fixtures are recommended for 
major thoroughfares and for other streets. 

H i e r a r c h y
A. An appropriate hierarchy of lighting fixtures/ 

structures and intensity should be considered 
when designing the lighting for the various 
elements of a project (i.e., building and site 
entrances; walkways, ramps and stairs; outdoor 
use areas, parking areas, and other areas of the 
site).

L i g h t i n g  L e v e l s
A. To achieve the desired lighting level for most 

projects, the use of many short, low intensity 
fixtures is encouraged over the use of a few tall 
fixtures that illuminate large areas.

L i g h t  S o u r c e s
A. Light sources shall be LED, metal halide, or Linear 

Fluorescent if appropriate, with warm and 
accurate color, a CCT of 3000 or less, or per the 
MTE regulations, and a CRI of 80 or greater.

C u t  O f f  &  B U G  R a t i n g  R e q u i r e m e n t s
A. Full cut of f lighting is not required, but lights should 

have a BUG Rating with a U Rating (Uplight) of 3 or 
less, and a G Rating (Glare) of 1 or less.

Note: 50 Watt Arlington Post Light unless otherwise 
mandated by the MTE.

Tradit ional Pole L ight 50 Wat t A r l ington Post L ight on 12’ Fluted Pole

Park ing lot pole l ightPedest r ian path bollard

si t e  l i g h t i n g
C.04 Site and Landscape Guidelines

The following guidelines apply to exterior lighting and are intended to improve light quality and 

maintain consistency:
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Mult iple t radit ional wire hanging basket s Singular t radit ional wire hanging basket compliment ing signage

C.05 Site and Landscape Guidelines

ha n g i n g  ba s k e t s
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LEGEND

Streetscape Pole Lights

Parking Lot Pole Lights

Pedestrian Path Pole or Bollard Lights

Pedestrian Bollard Lights

String Lights

KEY PLAN

40’0’ 80’ 160’

Note: Lighting locations are conceptual and will be refined 
based on final selection, local regulations, and utility 
requirements

l i g h t i n g  di a g R a m s
C.06 Site and Landscape Guidelines
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KEY PLAN
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Town Square

Tradit ional for the town square and s t reet scape Possible moveable adirondack chair s for the town square

Moveable table and chair s for the town square

Moveable black metal tables and chair s for the town square and pocket park sWooden rock ing chair s

si t e  fu R n i s h i n g s
C.07 Site and Landscape Guidelines

The landscape furnishings standards identify design considerations 

and recommend specific products to be used on the Town of 

Nolensville. Unification of these standards can be achieved through 

common landscape furnishings, colors and materials. The intent 

of these guidelines is to provide clear directions concerning site 

furnishings, and to promote consistent and predictable use of public 

art, lighting, furnishings and fencing.

F l e x i b i l i t y : 
A. The recommendations presented are strongly preferred; however, 

furnishings and materials might vary slightly over the lifespan of the 
project. It is recommended that the degree to which landscape features 
vary be minimized and that shared attributes, such as forms, materials, 
patterns, style, application spacing and color be consistent. In special 
situations, alternatives may be evaluated on a case-by-case basis to 
ensure that the design standards are followed. 

P r i n c i p l e s : 
A. Standard furnishings can help to integrate the outdoor environment and 

can further advance the sense and legibility of the place.
B. The following principles summarize the intent of the guidelines.

i. Unification with common design elements
  a. Develop uniform landscape and site treatments for   
  common problems and issues.

  b. Establish a more unified palette of materials for lighting,   
  site furnishings, and landscape and hardscape elements.

  c. Enhance the design legibility.

ii.  Beautification and appearance of the neighborhood
  a. Maintain and improve the visual quality of the    
  neighborhood landscape.

  b. Establish a more visible and compelling public art    
  presence.

  c. Develop signature amenities and improvements    
  throughout the neighborhood areas.

  d. Cluster furnishings to maximize ef fective use and minimize  
  the negative visual impact within the landscape.

iii.  Others
  a. Minimize and standardize maintenance requirements to   
  make sure site furnishings are kept to a usable, safe    
  standard.

  b. Consider the limitations and needs of persons with   
  disabilities.
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Pocket Parks

Greens

Wooden benches situated along the greenway t rai l Adirondack chair s for greensMoveable table and chair s for pocket park s and greens

Moveable tables and chair s that match the architec tural s t y le for res taurant spi l l out Moveable tables and chair s that match the architec tural s t y le for res taurant spi l l out Large moveable farmhouse s t y le dining table for the pocket park s
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Painted metal waste receptacle Painted metal waste receptacle

Metal waste receptacle

Waste receptacle paint color to match site furnishings in a given area when applicableWaste receptacle paint color to match site furnishings in a given area when applicable

wa s t e  Re c e p ta c l e s
C.08 Site and Landscape Guidelines

Sidewalk trash cans and recycle bins are essential to the health and 

function of the city. Their presence along streets with high pedestrian 

discourages littering, resulting in a healthier more aesthetically 

pleasant environment. While trash cans are utilitarian, functional 

objects, they need not be utilitarian in their design. Attention to the 

design, materials and placement of trash cans enhances the public 

realm and adds to a sense of place.

L o c a t i o n  o f  t r a s h  r e c e p t a c l e s
A. Trash receptacles should be located near as near to corners as is 

practicable but out of the corner clear zone.
B. They should be located near high activity generators such as major civic 

and commercial To improve pedestrian connectivity and enhance and 
enliven the sidewalk experience, planters should be:

i. Located only on sidewalks that cannot support standard street 
trees or in-ground planting

ii. Aesthetically pleasing and contextually appropriate
iii. Appropriate in scale to the site
iv. Made of durable materials that can withstand the elements
v. Capable of providing suitable soil volume and drainage to allow 

trees to thrive
vi. Sited so as to not displace legally operating street vendors
vii. Contextually appropriate to artwork* (including but not limited 

to monuments, memorial fountains, sculptures, landscape 
artwork, and bas-reliefs attached to building facades)

viii. Properly maintained as part of an approved maintenance plan 
destinations.

ix. There should be a maximum of one trash receptacle every 200 
feet along commercial streets. Additional trash receptacles 
should be provided only if a private sponsor provides continued 
maintenance.

x. A maximum of four trash receptacles should be provided at an 
intersection (one per corner).

D e s i g n  o f  t r a s h  r e c e p t a c l e s
A. When selecting trash receptacles, they should be considered as a design 

element, and design should reflect aesthetic as well as functional 
concerns.

B. Trash receptacles should be selected from the same or a similar design 
“family” as other site furnishings (such as benches, bollards, bike 
racks, etc.) and should be finished or painted to complement other site 
furnishings.

C. Trash receptacle construction should use durable, high quality 
materials, such as galvanized or stainless steel.

D. Materials should be painted to reflect colors similar to nearby elements. 
Material and paint selection should be graffiti resistant.

E. Trash receptacles should include recycling containers and be able to 
open from the side to allow easy access for removal of garbage bags.
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Painted planters

At grade plant ing at base of s t reet t rees

Hanging basket s f rom building overhangs

Powder coated s teel planters

Concrete planters

C.09 Site and Landscape Guidelines

pl a n t e R s
G u i d e l i n e s
A. Street scape planters and hanging baskets in the 

Town Square will not only soften the street scape 
and pedestrian thoroughfares but enhance 
and beautify the architecture while  improving 
pedestrian connectivity and enliven the sidewalk 

experience, planters should be:
i. Located only on sidewalks that cannot 

support standard street trees or in-ground 
planting

ii. Aesthetically pleasing and contextually 
appropriate

iii. Appropriate in scale to the site
iv. Made of durable materials that can 

withstand the elements
v. Capable of providing suitable soil volume 

and drainage to allow trees to thrive
vi. Sited so as to not displace legally operating 

street vendors
vii. Contextually appropriate that reflects the 

narrative set by other site furnishings
viii. Properly maintained as part of an approved 

maintenance plan

B. Materials
i. Construct with only one, single material
ii. Consider insulation, especially for metal
iii. Concrete is recommended to be 2 inches 

thick
iv. 3-Ply long-strand woven mat fiberglass is 

recommended to increase concrete strength
v. Wood cladding is to be avoided
vi. Use fade resistant materials with integral 

colors
vii. Thin wall profile for lighter planters are 

recommended as they provide more soil 
volume and are less obtrusive on sidewalks

viii. Use waterproof and graffiti resistant 
surfaces

ix. Ensure adequate drainage

C. Color
i. Neutral color palettes are to be used (i.e., 

white, beige, gray, light gray, and charcoal); 
avoid all other colors

ii.  Use one single color and avoid hue, 

brightness, and saturation variances

C. Plant Selection and Landscaping
i.  Plants should be tolerant of limited soil 

volume available for root growth

ii.  Plants should be drought-tolerant
iii.  If located near a stop sign, select plants 

that will not obstruct sight-lines.
iv.  Soil is less insulated in planters; freeze/ 

thaw cycles will be more extreme in winter; 
select plants that are one to two USDA 
zones hardier to increase winter survival 
potential

v. Select plants for year-round and rotating 

seasonal interest

M a i n t e n a n c e
A. Permanent planters installed through both 

Revocable Consent and HOA / BID must have a 
maintenance plan in place prior to approval

B. Regular maintenance tasks include:
i.  Watering
ii. Litter removal
iii. Graffiti and sticker removal
iv. Plant replacement / seasonal planting
v. Snow removal
vi.  Miscellaneous horticultural tasks
vii. Planter removal and replacement when 

damaged
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LEGEND

Bike Rack Locations 
with Rack Quantities

Bike Routes

#

5

55

8

5

5

5

5

5

10 10

55

5

5

5 5

5
10

10

25

5

60’0’ 120’ 240’

bi c y c l e  pa R k i n g 
a n d  Ro u t i n g

C.10 Site and Landscape Guidelines

When placing the bike parking in the Nolensville 

Town Square development, guiding principals 

were established to when distributing the racks 

throughout the development.

P r i n c i p a l s
A. Locating racks in easily accessible and visible location near 

key designations

B. Security

C. Capacity

D. Convent placement

E. Well lit areas to deter theft

F. Balance between convenience and obstructing pedestrian 
pathway

R e q u i r e m e n t s
A. Residential Uses

 • Multifamily dwellings:  1 space per Dwelling Unit
B. Commercial Uses

 • All uses 1 space per 2,000 sq. ft. gross floor area
C. Public or Private Parking Lots and Parking Structures

 • All uses 1 space per 10 vehicle parking spaces

P r o v i d e d / R e q u i r e d
A. 50 bike spaces provided for Bldg. A  (accounts for 243 

units / 518 podium and on street parking spaces/ 8,655 gsf 
commercial)

B. Residential Uses

 • 404 Total units - 243 units in bldg. A. = 161 units requiring 
 161 bike spaces (1 bike space per unit)

C. Commercial Uses

 • 78,721 gsf commercial - 8,655 gsf in bldg. A. = 70,066 gsf of 
 commercial requiring 35 bike spaces (1 space per 2,000 gsf)

D. Public or Private Parking Lots and Parking Structures

 • 1,057 parking spaces - 518 spaces for bldg. A. = 539 spaces 
 requiring 54 bike spaces (1 space per 10 stalls)

To t a l  b i k e  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  p r o v i d e d

 50+161+35+54= 300 bike spaces required throughout the site 

 Total bike parking racks: 153 (every bike rack has 2 spaces)
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Painted metal bike rack Painted metal bike rackPainted metal bike rack

Metal bike rack Metal bike rack Metal bike rack
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P a r k i n g  a r e a s  s h a l l  b e 
s c r e e n e d  b y  a   p e r i m e t e r 
l a n d s c a p e  s t r i p ,  a n  a c t i v e 
g r o u n d  f l o o r  b u i l d i n g 
p r o g r a m  a  m i n i m u m 
o f  4 0  f e e t  d e e p , 
o r  a  b u i l d i n g  f a c a d e .

Pe
de

st
ri

an
 P

as
sa

ge
wa

y

E n h a n c e d  p e d e s t r i a n  w a l k w a y s  s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d 
b e t w e e n  p a r k i n g  a r e a s  t o  a v o i d  l a r g e  e x p a n s e s  o f 
p a v e m e n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  f r o m  p a r k i n g  a r e a s 
t o  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  c o m m o n  o p e n 
s p a c e s . 

Lo
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S e r v i c e  e l e m e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  l o a d i n g 
z o n e s  a n d  t r a s h  c o l l e c t i o n  l o c a t i o n s , 
s h o u l d  b e  s c r e e n e d  f r o m  p u b l i c  v i e w

S m a l l  p o c k e t  p a r k s 
a n d  c o u r t y a r d s  a r e 
e n c o u r a g e d .

W a s t e  a r e a s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
v i s i b l e  f r o m  p u b l i c  s t r e e t s  a n d 
s h o u l d  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  s c r e e n e d
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C o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w i t h  r e a r  e x p o s u r e  a n d  e n t r a n c e s 
s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a n  e n h a n c e d  p e d e s t r i a n  z o n e .

C.11 Site and Landscape Guidelines

me c h a n i c a l ,  se R v i c e ,
a n d  l o a d i n g 

A p p l i c a b i l i t y
A. As a way of reducing disorder and emphasizing the human environment, 

utilitarian elements should be masked or located out of public view. 
B. The following elements shall be shielded from view from adjacent public 

streets, pedestrian passageways, and open space
i. Refuse collection, dumpsters, recycling bins, and refuse handling 

areas that accommodate a dumpster of five or more trash or 
recycling cans.

ii. Building or ground-mounted mechanical equipment on buildings, 
transformers, meters, refuse stations, electric wiring and service 
areas.

iii. Mechanical equipment on roofs.
iv. Air conditioning or similar HVAC equipment.
v. Loading docks, berths or similar spaces, including, but not limited 

to, service entrances and maintenance areas.
C. The following standards apply to loading areas:

i. Off-street loading areas should be accessed by Rear Alleys, when 
such are available. Loading spaces may be provided either 
within the applicable Lot or Building Site or in the parking lane of 
the Enfronting Thoroughfare or Internal Drive. 

ii. Loading facilities may not obstruct facilities required for 
emergency access, including fire lanes.

iii. Each loading space shall be permanently marked and identified 
as a loading space in which no Parking is allowed.

L o c a t i o n  a n d  A c c e s s
A. Applicable site elements shall be located along the alley, along an 

interior property line, or internal to the site.
B. Service elements, such as loading docks and trash collection locations, 

should not be accessible from primary streets, unless a primary street is 
the only frontage.

C. Where access to loading areas and service elements cross the sidewalk 
corridor, priority shall be given to the pedestrian realm. Raised 
pathways, decorative paving, landscaping and bollards should be used 
to separate pedestrian paths from vehicular circulation areas to the 
maximum extent possible.

S c r e e n i n g  S t a n d a r d s
A. Applicable site elements shall be fully screened at all times.
B. Garbage collection areas (dumpsters) shall be enclosed by opaque 

materials on all four sides with doors to remove containers.  Where 
dumpsters are enclosed the screening shall be 6 feet tall, and be made 

Creating attractive and functional site arrangements of buildings, 

service and loading areas are just as important when designing 

developments.  The Guidelines minimize incompatible impacts of 

noise, light , traffic and visual character.
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C.11 Site and Landscape Guidelines

Use of vegetat ive screening is permit ted. Water meters, gas meters, elec t r ic meters and ground-mounted air condit ion or mechanical unit s should be hidden f rom 
public v iew by screening. 

Where dumpsters are enclosed the screening shall be 6 feet tall, and be made of same mater ial as the pr incipal building.

Vegetat ive mater ial shall be planted immediately adjacent to the element being screened in a plant ing area a minimum of 
four feet wide. 

of same material as the principal building. Where topography may 
expose interiors of garbage collection areas to view screening shall be 
correspondingly taller. 

C. Water meters, gas meters, electric meters and ground-mounted air 
condition or mechanical units should be hidden from public view by 
screening. Screening regulations as required by MTE shall also be 
required. 

D. Refuse and recyclable collection facilities should be architecturally 
compatible with all the other buildings on site.

E. Screening requirements may be relaxed where areas are located so they 
are not visible from public streets or adjacent properties.

S c r e e n i n g  M e t h o d s
A. Vegetative Materials

i. Vegetative Materials should be planted in two rows in staggered 
fashion if space allows in the current site condition.

ii. All trees shall be evergreen with a minimum 80% opacity and a 
minimum height at the time of planting of at least six feet above 
the root ball. 

iii. All shrubs shall be evergreen with the minimum height and 
spacing necessary to fully screen the item intended for screening 
(but no less than 30 inches in height at the time of planting.

iv. Vegetative material shall be planted immediately adjacent to the 
element being screened in a planting area a minimum of four 
feet wide. 

B. Fencing and Walls
i. Screening is permitted through the use of a fence or wall 

constructed in accordance with Fence Standards.
C. Parapet Walls and Roof Wells

i. Parapet wall or other techniques included as an integral part of 
the building design shall be used to totally screen any rooftop 
mechanical equipment from view from adjacent public rights-of-
way or public common open space. 

D. Integrated Building Elements or Features
i. Building design or other structural elements (e.g., Knee walls, 

alcoves, wing walls, roof extensions, etc.) may also be used to 
fully or partially enclose site elements required to be screened.

E. Alternative Screening Methods
i. Alternative screening methods or materials that are not listed may 

be used following approval by the ARC, provided that they are 
determined to be comparable to screening methods described 
previously.
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Metal gates fas tened to br ick dumpster enclosure

Board on Board t rash s torage area enclosure with metal roof ing Resident refuse container par t ial ly enclosed by wooden fence with black picket s

sc R e e n i n g
C.12 Site and Landscape Guidelines

All development shall use the following guidance 

related to site utilities and screening:

S i t e  U t i l i t i e s
A. Electrical meters and transformers, telephone junction 

boxes, traffic control panels, and other above ground 
utility equipment should be located to reduce their visual 
impact and screened from public view.

B. Newly installed utility services, and service revisions 
necessitated by new development or substantial exterior 
alternations are required to be placed underground.

S c r e e n i n g
A. Screening is a technique used to protect and separate 

uses and site functions from one another for the purpose 
of decreasing adverse noise, wind, or visual impacts and 
to provide privacy. The need for screening should be 
considered early in the design process so that screening 
elements (i.e., walls, fences, berms, landscaping, etc.) can 
be effectively integrated into the overall project design 
and not added later as an after-thought.

B. Any outdoor equipment, whether on the facade or side 
of a structure, or on the ground, should be appropriately 
screened from view. The method of screening should be 
architecturally integrated with the adjacent structure in 
terms of style, materials, and color.

C. Where screening is required, a combination of elements 
should be considered; including, wood, solid masonry 
walls, berms, and landscaping.

R e f u s e ,  S t o r a g e ,  &  E q u i p m e n t  A r e a s
A. Refuse containers, service areas, loading docks, etc. 

should be located in areas out of view from the general 
public and so that their use does not interfere with 
parking and circulation.

B. Trash storage areas that are visible from the upper 
stories of adjacent structures should have an opaque 
or semi-opaque horizontal cover/screen to mitigate 
unsightly views. The covering structure should be 
compatible with the site’s architecture.

C. All facilities used to screen refuse, storage or equipment 
should be of adequate size for their intended purpose 
without dominating the site, blocking site distances, or 
creating unnecessary barriers.

Metal and wooden gates fas tened to s tone dumpster enclosure Metal and wooden gates fas tened to s tone dumpster enclosure
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Ut il i t y box in corner lot landscape buf fer Using plant s to heavily screen an air condit ioning unit along the side of a buildingUt i l i t y box in f ront landscape buf fer

Ut i l i t y box in back landscape buf fer Ut i l i t ies along sidewalk hidden in landscape screen Ut i l i t y box in s ide landscape buf fer
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Example Plant Palette

Creating a Southern-style landscape palette 
involves a selection of plants that thrive in the 
warm, humid climate characteristic of the 
Southern United States.  Magnolias, azaleas, 
crepe myrtles, and dogwoods add a classic 
touch with ornamental shrubs adding texture 
and color placed along a white picket fence or a 
charming front porch with a rocking chair for that 
quintessential southern charm landscape.  Color 
schemes, favoring vibrant blooms that reflect the 
region’s natural beauty with selections of shade-
loving plants help create cozy retreats beneath 
the southern sun. The following plant list was 
compiled for the Nolensville Town Center to show 
the best used plants for this region and the overall 
environmental conditions. Please keep in mind 
these lists are not all inclusive but a suggestion 
to home owners and designers to use when 
producing a landscape plan. All landscape plans 
and plant lists will be reviewed and approved by 
a Landscape Architect and the Nolensville Town 
Square Development ARC Design Review Board. 

ap p R o v e d  pl a n t  pa l e t t e
C.13 Site and Landscape Guidelines

* VA R I E T I E S  TO  B E  A P P ROV E D  BY  A  L A N D S C A P E 

ARCHITECT

**BUFFER TREE ONLY

CANOPY TREES AND LARGE EVERGREEN (3” CALIPER 

FOR CANOPY, 8’ HT FOR EVERGREEN)

*Acer rubrum          Red Maple
Acer saccharum                 Sugar Maple
Betula nigra          River Birch
Carpinus caroliniana         American Hornbeam
Catalpa speciosa                 Northern Catalpa
Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’                Blue Atlas Cedar
Cercidiphyllum japonicum                Katsura tree Canopy
Cladrastis kentukea         Yellowwood
Eucommia ulmoides         Hardy Rubber Tree
*Ginkgo biloba          Ginkgo Tree (Male only)
Gleditsia triacanthos f. inermis        Thornless Honey Locust
Gymnocladius dioica         Kentucky Coffee Tree
Juniperus virginiana         Eastern Red Cedar
*Liquidambar styraciflua                Sweet Gum (Fruitless)
*Liriodendron tulipifera         Tulip Tree
Magnolia grandiflora         Magnolia Species
Metasequoia glytostrobodies        Dawn Redwood

CANOPY TREES AND LARGE EVERGREEN (3” CALIPER 

FOR CANOPY, 8’ HT FOR EVERGREEN) (CONT.)

Nyssa sylvatica          Black Gum
Picea pungens ‘Densata’                Black Hills Spruce
Picea pungens ‘Glauca’         Colorado Blue Spruce
Pinus strobes          White Pine
Platanus x acerifolia ‘Bloodgood’            London Plane Tree
Populus occidentalis         American Sycamore
**Prunus serotina                 Black Cherry
Quercus actussima         Sawtooth Oak
Quercus alba          White Oak
Quercus Bicolor          Swamp White Oak
*Quercus lyrata          Overcup Oak
Quercus michauxii         Swamp Chestnut Oak
Quercus nigra          Water Oak
*Quercus phellos                 Willow Oak
Quercus rubra          Northern Red Oak
Quercus shumard         Shumard Oak
Quercus nutallii                 Nuttall’s Oak
Salix babylonica                  Weeping Willow
Taxodium distichum         Bald Cypress
Tilia americana          American Linden
*Tilia cordata          Littleleaf Linden
*Ulmis parvifolia                 Chinese Elm
Zelkova serrata          Zelkova

UNDERSTORY (ORNAMENTAL) TREES (2” CALIPER)

Acer Buergerianum         Trident Maple
Acer griseum          Paperbark Maple
Acer palmatum          Japanese Maple
Acer tataricum          Tatarian Maple
*Amelanchier canadensis                Serviceberry
Cercis canadensis                 Eastern Redbud
Cornus alternifolia         Dogwood
Cornus florida          Flowering Dogwood
Crataegus viridis                 Winter King Hawthorn
Cupressus × leylandii         Leyland Cypress
Hamamelis virginiana         Common Witch Hazel
Lagerstroemia indica         Crape Mrytle
*Ilex Species          Holly Trees
Malus ‘Prairifire’                 Crabapple
Magnolia grandiflora ‘Little Gem’            Little Gem Magnolia
Magnolia stellata                 Star Magnolia
Magnolia x soulangiana         Saucer Magnolia
Magnolia virginiana         Sweetbay Magnolia
Oxydendrum arboreum               Sourwood
Prunus x okame                 Okame Cherry
*Prunus sargentii                 Sargent Cherry
Prunus x yedoensis         Yoshino Cherry
Sassafras albidum         Sassafras
Stewartia pseudocamellia                Japanese Stewartia
*Syringa reticulata         Japanese Lilac Tree

Autumn Br i l l iance Ser v iceberr y But ter f ly Bush Glossy Abelia Rhododendron
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SMALL TO MEDIUM SHRUBS (1’-4’ HT) 

*Abelia x grandiflora Species    Glossy Abelia
Cryptomeria japonica ‘Globosa Nana’   Dwarf Cryptomeria
Daphne odora      Daphne
Gardenia jasminoides ‘Frostproof’      Gardenia
Hydrangea arborescens     Smooth Hydrangea
Hydrangea macrophylla       Bigleaf Haydrangea
Hypericum prolificum     Shrubby St. John’s Wort
*Ilex crenata Species     Holly Shrubs
Ilex glabra      Inkberry
Ilex vomitoria      Yaupon Holly
Juniperus squamata expansa ‘Parsonii’   Parsons Juniper
Loropetalum Chinese ‘Purple Diamond’   Loropetalum
Prunus laurocerasus ‘Otto Luyken’      Otto Luyken Laurel
Rhododendron hybrida     Rhododendrons
Rosa x ‘Variety’      Carpet Rose
Spriaea x Bumalda     Bumalda Spiraea
Taxus x media ‘Densiformis’    Dense Yew
Thuja occidentalis ‘Pygmy Globe’      Globe Arbovitae
Viburnum davidii        David Viburnum
Viburnum opulus ‘Nanum’       Dwarf Cranberry Bush

PERENNIALS, GRASSES, & GROUNDCOVERS

Abelia x grandiflora ‘Prostrata’    Prostrate White Abelia
Ajuga reptans      Carpet Bugle

PERENNIALS, GRASSES, & GROUNDCOVERS (CONT.)

Annuals         Seasonal Annuals
Asclepias tuberosa     Butterfly Milkweed
Aster divaricatus        Wood’s Aster
Astilbe x arendsii ‘Bridal Veil’    Bridal Veil Astilbe
Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’   Feather Reed Grass
Callirhoe involucrata     Purple Poppy Mallow
Chelone Glabra      White Turtlehead
Echinacea purpurea     Purple Coneflower
Eragrostis spectabilis     Purple Love Grass
Hemerocallis      Daylilys
Heuchera ‘Black Beauty’       Black Beauty Coral Bells
*Hosta Species      Hosta
Hypericum reptans     Creeping St. John’s Wort
Iris sibirica             Iris
Iris virginicum             Blue Flag Iris
Juniperus chinensis ‘Procumbens’         Procumbens Juniper
Liatris spicata             Marsh Blazing Star
Liriope muscari             Big Blue Liriope
Perovskia atriplicifolia            Russian Sage
Phlox subulata             Moss Phlox
Rudbeckia hirta             Yellow Coneflower
Ruellia humilis             Wild Petunia
Salvia nemorosa               Salvia

INVASIVE PLANTS (PROHIBITED)

Albizia julibrissin                 Silktree
Paulownia tomentosa         Princess Tree
Pyrus calleryana                 Bradford Pear
Triadica sebifera                 Popcorn Tree
Elaeagnus pungens         Thorny Olive
Ligustrum sinense                Chinese Privet
Lonicera x bella          Bush Honeysuckle 
Lonicera maackii                 Bush Honeysuckle
Lonicera japonica                 Japanese Honeysuckle
Lygodium japonicum         Japanese Climbing Fern
Pueraria montana         Kudzu
Solanum viarum                 Tropical Soda Apple
Arundo donax          Giant Reed
Commelina benghalensis                Benghal Dayflower
Imperata cylindrica         Cogongrass
Microstegium vimineum                Japanese Stiltgrass
Lespedeza bicolor         Bushclover
Lespedeza cuneata         Chinese Bushclover

TURF

Festuca arundinacea         Kentucky 31

UNDERSTORY (ORNAMENTAL) TREES (2” CALIPER)

*Thuja Species            Arborvitae
Viburnum plicatum         Japanese Snowball
Vitex-agnus castus         Chaste Tree

MEDIUM TO LARGE SHRUBS (4’-8’ HT)

Buddleja davidii                 Butterfly Bush
Callicarpa americana         American Beautyberry
Cornus sericea ‘Cardinal’                Red Twig Dogwood
Chaenomeles speciosa         Flowering Quince
Forsythia x intermedia         Forsythia
Hibiscus syriacus                 Rose of Sharon
Hydrangea quercifolia         Oakleaf Hydrangea
*Ilex cornuta Species         Holly Shurbs
Ilex verticillata          Winterberry
Kalmia latifolia          Mountain Laurel
Osmanthus fragrans         Fragrant Tea Olive
Philadelphus coronarius                Sweet Mockorange
Prunus laurocerasus ‘Schipkaensis’         Schipka Cherry Laurel
Spiraea prunifolia                 Bridal Wreath Spirea
Sambucus canadensis         American Elder 
Taxus x media ‘Hick’s’         Hick’s Yew 
Thuja occidentalis ‘Techny’        Techny Arborvitae
*Viburnum Species         Viburnum

Shasta Daisy ‘Stella De Oro” Dayli ly Purple Love Grass Japanese Maple
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60’0’ 120’ 240’

pR o p o s e d 
tR e e  co u n t
The existing canopy around the site 

is to remain where applicable.

Every effort is being made to retain 

existing trees where possible along 

Nolensville Road and in the public 

open space.

The majority of the tree canopy on 

internal to the site is undesirable 

and is unable to be retained.

The intent is to establish a new tree 

canopy across the site, totaling 703 

new canopy trees.

C.14 Site and Landscape Guidelines
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Approximately 2,355 SF of Approximately 2,355 SF of 
Landscape Area within ParkingLandscape Area within Parking

Approximately 8,779 SF of Approximately 8,779 SF of 
Landscape Area within ParkingLandscape Area within Parking

Approximately 878 SF of Approximately 878 SF of 
Landscape Area within Landscape Area within 

ParkingParking

Approximately 122 SF Approximately 122 SF 
of Landscape Area of Landscape Area 

within Parkingwithin Parking

60’0’ 120’ 240’

pR o p o s e d 
l a n d s c a p e 
aR e a
Approximately 460,723 SF of landscape 

area has been proposed throughout 

the site.

Approximately 12,134 SF of the proposed 
landscape areas are internal to each 
parking area.

C.15 Site and Landscape Guidelines
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Examples

Town SquareResident ial St reet scapeCommercial St reet scape Greens Pocket Park s

pu b l i c  l a n d s c a p e  Zo n e s
C.16 Site and Landscape Guidelines

T h e  l a n d s c a p e  t y p e  z o n e s  f o r  N o l e n s v i l l e  To w n  S q u a r e  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  a r e a s  o f  p u b l i c  d e d i c a t i o n  b y  w h i c h  t o  p l a n  a n d  f u r t h e r 

e n h a n c e  a  n e w  c o m m u n i t y  i d e n t i t y  w i t h  n a t u r a l  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  e l e m e n t s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h i s  r e g i o n . 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  o u t l i n e s  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  r e a l m  w h i l e  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  p u b l i c  s p a c e s . 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  a l s o  d e f i n e  t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  i n  d e s i g n  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i d e n t i f i e s  h o w 

i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s  h e l p  t o  a c h i e v e  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  N o l e n s v i l l e  To w n  S q u a r e . 

T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  l a n d s c a p e  t y p e s  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  t h i s  d i a g r a m : 

1. C o m m e r c i a l  S t r e e t s c a p e

2. R e s i d e n t i a l  S t r e e t s c a p e

3. To w n  S q u a r e

4. G r e e n s

5. P o c k e t  P a r k s
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PLAZA LOT DIAGRAM
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C.17 Site and Landscape Guidelines

ty p i c a l 
co m m e R c i a l 
st R e e t  R.o.w. 
l o t  di a g R a m
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C.18 Site and Landscape Guidelines

ty p i c a l 
Re s i d e n t i a l 
st R e e t  R.o.w.
l o t  di a g R a m
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C.19 Site and Landscape Guidelines

to w n sq u a R e 
l o t  di a g R a m
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L5.06
1680 244

N

LEGEND

Canopy Tree

Evergreen Tree

Flowering Tree

Evergreen Shrub

Deciduous Shrub

Groundcover

Lawn

CELL TOWER

3 STO
RY

 TO
W

N
H

O
U

SE
A

LLEY
C

O
U

RT
YA

RD
 TO

W
N

H
O

U
SE

30’0’ 60’ 120’

C.20 Site and Landscape Guidelines
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C.21 Site and Landscape Guidelines

po c k e t  pa R k  l o t 
di a g R a m
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TYPICAL COMMERCIAL
STREET R.O.W.
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PASEO LOT
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 3 Story Townhouse
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 2 Story Luxury Townhouse 

 Courtyard Townhouse

 Liner Townhouse

bu i l d i n g  ty p e s
C.22 Site and Landscape Guidelines

The pedestrian zone is the area along a 

street, public open space, or frontage of 

each building. Elements designed for and 

placed within the pedestrian zone should 

be primarily focused on providing a safe 

and pleasant experience for pedestrians. 

Such elements may include sidewalks, street 

trees, landscaping strips, street lamps, waste 

receptacles, park benches, outdoor cafe 

seating, way-finding signage and utilities. 

O v e r v i e w
A. Building facades directly fronting a park or 

common public open space shall be subject 
to guidelines and regulations governing front 
facades.

B. Terminating Views: Where practicable, either 
the building massing or a major architectural 
massing element should be centered on the view 
axis.

C. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the 
side street facade are encouraged. Porches not 
permitted to front on Nolensville Road.
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Front Yard

Examples

Formal f ront yard plant ing Natural St ream Preser ve St reet Buf fer Edge

The front yard is the area defined by the sidewalk and/or public 
right-of-way and the boundary of the private yard along the 
primary street on which the lot is located. The front yard is a 
semi-public area and should be maintained in a manner that will 
complement others along the street. 

Front yards shall contain, at a minimum, lawn or other ground 
cover, shrubbery, flowering ornamental or specimen evergreen 
trees. The location of landscape elements in each front yard shall 
reinforce the architectural lines of the building and streetscape. 

Front yard fences and hedges shall be planted with groundcover.
Front yard fences of corner lots shall extend along the side street 
frontage no less than 1/3 the depth of the lot before transitioning to 
an appropriate side yard privacy fence

Statuaries, ponds, fountains, water gardens, bird baths, rock 
gardens, large rocks, boulders, barbecue grills, play equipment, 
decorative lawn furniture, and other similar features shall not be 
permitted in front yard areas unless approved by the DRC.  On 
corner lots, such features may be permitted facing side streets if the 
DRC determines that such features is suitably located or screened 
from public view. 

The front walk, from the back of sidewalk to the front porch, is an 
important feature and needs to match the architectural style of the 
home. 

Re s i d e n t i a l  l a n d s c a p e  Zo n e s
C.23 Site and Landscape Guidelines

G e n e r a l  L a n d s c a p e  R e q u i r e m e n t s

A. Minimum landscape buffer standards as noted in the Nolensville Zoning 
Ordinance shall be met for buffering dif ferent land uses.
B. All installed turf grass shall be a turf-type tall fescue blend.
C. The builder and/or lot owner of each individual lot will be required 
to install sod in the grass strip between the street’s curb and the public 
sidewalk for the length of the lot frontage (including side streets if on a 
corner).



Nolensville Town Square Design Guidelines  |  77

Alley YardSide Yard Rear Yard

A side yard is a private area located along the common property 
line and serves as a buffer to the private space of each property 
owner. Side and rear yards should generally complement front 
yards. 

Each single family dwelling unit is encouraged to provide a side 
or rear yard outdoor area enclosed by means of the building, a 
fence, screen wall, or some combination of the same, which shall 
contribute to privacy from neighboring dwelling units and yards. 
Side yards of alley-loaded homes may be permitted with access and 
use easements to allow wider and more usable courtyards between 
homes.

It is encouraged that building and garage footprints be designed 
and varied to create privacy within side yards. 

Side yards of corner lots are located between the home and the 
sidewalk and/or public rights-of-way of the side street; these side 
yards may have privacy fences, walls and/or hedges no higher than 
6 feet tall and located no less than 8 inches from the back edge of 
the sidewalk.

An alley yard is the semi-public area defined by the courtyard fence 
and/or garage and the edge of the alley pavement. It is important 
to provide adequate landscaping to screen utilities and provide a 
welcoming arrival for residents.

On alley lots, a minimum 24 inches of space from the edge of 
pavement shall contain groundcover, grass, or shrubs and shall be 
designed to provide continuity throughout the service lane. 

The rear yard is defined by the private area of front loaded lots 
between the rear of the home and the rear property line. Rear yards 
can exist inside encroachment zones.

Rear yards may be enclosed with privacy fences or walls along 
adjoining property lines no more than 6 ft. high. Rear yards of 
corner lots shall adhere to the same fence guidelines as side yards 
for corner lots
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C.24 Site and Landscape Guidelines

O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A.  Front Setback: a portion of a  Lot or Building Site 

that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Principal Building or of any Accessory 
Building on the Lot or Building Site and the Front 
Lot or Building Site Line, extending the full width of 
the Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building 
Site Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.
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NOTE: REFERENCE NEIGHBORHOOD STREET
CROSS SECTION - C

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

Evergreen t ree Medium evergreen shrubs with groundcover in f rontDouble row of large and medium evergreen shrubs 

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs, 

min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs, min. 
two rows of groundcover, min. one flowering or 
evergreen tree for the corner of the lot.

B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs with a strip of lawn to property line.

C. Exterior Side Yard: One row of medium evergreen 
shrubs, one evergreen tree at the back corner.

D. Rear Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs 
with evergreen tree at corners.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs, 

min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, min. two 
rows of groundcover, 2 ft. strip of sod in front, and 
one evergreen tree at the corner of the units. 

B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of medium  
evergreen shrubs with a strip of lawn to property 
line, one evergreen tree at the corners. 

C. Exterior Side Yard: One row of large evergreen 
shrubs minimum. 

D. Rear Yard: one row of small evergreen shrubs, three 
rows of groundcover minimum with evergreen tree 
at the corners of the end units.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 
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Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.

Rear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of Alley
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Front Elevat ionKey Plan

si t e  di a g R a m -  2-st o R y  to w n h o u s e
O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A.  Front Setback: a portion of a  Lot or Building Site 

that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Principal Building or of any Accessory 
Building on the Lot or Building Site and the Front 
Lot or Building Site Line, extending the full width of 
the Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building 
Site Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.
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NOTE: REFERENCE STREET CROSS SECTIONS

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

Row of medium evergreen shrubs with evergreen t ree at each corner Row of medium evergreen shrubs Row of small deciduous and small evergreen shrubs

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs, 

min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs.
B. Interior Side Yard: Min. two rows of small deciduous 

shrubs, one evergreen tree at the corner of units 
and one evergreen tree halfway between the 
corners.

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, one evergreen tree at the corners of unit.

D. Rear Yard: Min. two rows of small  deciduous 
shrubs.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs, 

min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, strip of 
lawn to property line, one flowering deciduous tree 
between unit stoops. 

B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of medium 
evergreen shrubs, one evergreen tree at  the 
corners of unit and one halfway between.

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, 
one evergreen tree at the corners of unit. 

D. Rear Yard: groundcover to property line. 

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 
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Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.

Rear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of Alley
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si t e  di a g R a m -  3-st o R y  to w n h o m e

Front Elevat ionKey Plan

O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A.  Front Setback: a portion of a  Lot or Building Site 

that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Principal Building or of any Accessory 
Building on the Lot or Building Site and the Front 
Lot or Building Site Line, extending the full width of 
the Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building 
Site Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.



Nolensville Town Square Design Guidelines  |  83

L5.32
20100 305

N

GROUNDCOVER

CANOPY TREE

FLOWERING DECIDUOUS TREE

SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB A

LARGE EVERGREEN SHRUB
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB A

SOD

LARGE EVERGREEN SHRUB

GROUNDCOVER

TOWNHOME - 3 ST
PARK UNDER

GROUNDCOVER
SOD

EVERGREEN TREE

FRONTAGE STREET

SI
D

E 
ST

RE
ET

ALLEY

NOTE: REFERENCE STREET CROSS SECTIONS

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

Flower ing deciduous t ree Row of small deciduous shrubsRow of medium evergreen shrubs with evergreen t ree at each corner

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs, 

min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, strip of 
lawn to property line, one flowering deciduous tree 
at the corner of each stoop. 

B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, strip of lawn to property line, one flowering 
deciduous tree at the corners of unit.

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, min. one row small deciduous shrubs, one 
flowering deciduous tree at the corners of unit. 

D. Rear Yard: groundcover to property line.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
E. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 

shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, 
groundcover to property line, one evergreen tree 
at the corner of each stoop. 

F. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, strip of lawn to property line, one 
evergreen tree at the corners of unit.

G. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, min. one row small deciduous shrubs, 
groundcover to property line, one flowering 
deciduous tree at the rear corner of unit.

H. Rear Yard: Min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs. 

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 
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 STREET STREET

Rear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of Alley
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Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.

Front Elevat ionKey Plan

si t e  di a g R a m -  2-st o R y  co u R t ya R d  to w n h o u s e
O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A.  Front Setback: a portion of a  Lot or Building Site 

that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Principal Building or of any Accessory 
Building on the Lot or Building Site and the Front 
Lot or Building Site Line, extending the full width of 
the Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building 
Site Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.
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Building Footprint = 24' x 71'
Internal Lot Size = 24' x 86'
Corner Lot size = 32' x 86' L5.34
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NOTE: REFERENCE STREET CROSS SECTIONS

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

Row of medium evergreen shrubs with evergreen t ree as an anchor Row of small deciduous shrubs and medium evergreen shrubs with groundcover in f ront Row of medium and large evergreen shrubs with groundcover in f ront

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 

shrubs, min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs, 
groundcover to property line, one flowering 
deciduous tree at the corner of each stoop. 

B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of small evergreen 
shrubs, one evergreen tree at the corners of each 
unit. 

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs, 
strip of lawn to property line, one flowering 
deciduous tree at the corners of each unit. 

D. Rear Yard: Min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs. 

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs 

where applicable, min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs, 2 ft strip of groundcover, strip of lawn to 
property line, one evergreen tree at the corner of 
each stoop.

B. Interior Side Yard: Min. two rows of small deciduous 
shrubs with one medium evergreen shrub, one 
evergreen tree at the corners of each unit. 

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs, 
one evergreen tree at the corners of each unit.

D. Rear Yard:groundcover to property line. 

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 
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Rear Setback: 3 ft. min.; or 15 ft. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft. min.; or 15 ft. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft. min.; or 15 ft. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft. min.; or 15 ft. min. from centerline of Alley
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Front Setback : 0 ft. min., 15 ft. max.Front Setback : 0 ft. min., 15 ft. max.Front Setback : 0 ft. min., 15 ft. max.Front Setback : 0 ft. min., 15 ft. max.

Front Elevat ionKey Plan

si t e  di a g R a m -  2.5-st o R y  lu x u R y  to w n h o u s e
O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A.  Front Setback: a portion of a  Lot or Building Site 

that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Principal Building or of any Accessory 
Building on the Lot or Building Site and the Front 
Lot or Building Site Line, extending the full width of 
the Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building 
Site Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.



Nolensville Town Square Design Guidelines  |  87

L5.35
20100 305

N

LARGE EVERGREEN SHRUB
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB B

FLOWERING DECIDUOUS TREE

SOD

SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB A
LARGE EVERGREEN SHRUB

EVERGREEN TREE
EVERGREEN TREE
GROUNDCOVER

MEDIUM EVERGREEN SHRUB
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB B

SOD

TOWNHOME - LUXURY

GROUNDCOVER
SOD

CANOPY TREE

FRONTAGE STREET

SI
D

E 
ST

RE
ET

ALLEY

RE
A

R 
C

O
UR

TY
A

RD

RE
A

R 
C

O
UR

TY
A

RD

RE
A

R 
C

O
UR

TY
A

RD

RE
A

R 
C

O
UR

TY
A

RD

RE
A

R 
C

O
UR

TY
A

RD

RE
A

R 
C

O
UR

TY
A

RD

NOTE: REFERENCE STREET CROSS SECTIONS

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

s i t e  di a g R a m -  2.5-st o R y  lu x u R y  to w n h o u s e

Row of medium evergreen shrubs with evergreen t ree as an anchor Row of small deciduous shrubs and medium evergreen shrubs with groundcover in f ront Row of medium and large evergreen shrubs with groundcover in f ront

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs, 

min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs, strip of 
lawn to property line, one flowering deciduous tree 
centered in each bed.

B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs with one row of medium evergreen shrubs, 
one evergreen tree at the rear corners of each unit.

C. Exterior Side Yard: One row of large evergreen 
shrubs, one row of small deciduous shrubs, one 
evergreen tree at the back corner.

D. Rear Yard: Min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs. 

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 

shrubs, Min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs, 
groundcover to property line, and one flowering 
deciduous tree centered in each bed. 

B. Interior Side Yard:Min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs with one row of medium evergreen shrubs, 
one evergreen tree at the rear corners of each unit.

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, one evergreen tree at the corners of each 
unit.

D. Rear Yard: groundcover to property line
**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 
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Rear Setback: 3 ft. min.; or 15 ft. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft. min.; or 15 ft. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft. min.; or 15 ft. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft. min.; or 15 ft. min. from centerline of Alley
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Front Setback : 0 ft. min., 15 ft. max.Front Setback : 0 ft. min., 15 ft. max.Front Setback : 0 ft. min., 15 ft. max.Front Setback : 0 ft. min., 15 ft. max.
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Front Elevat ionKey Plan

si t e  di a g R a m -  6 un i t  ma n o R  ho u s e
O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A.  Front Setback: a portion of a  Lot or Building Site 

that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Principal Building or of any Accessory 
Building on the Lot or Building Site and the Front 
Lot or Building Site Line, extending the full width of 
the Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building 
Site Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.
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6 UNIT
MANOR HOME

L5.36
20100 305

N

CANOPY TREE

SOD

LARGE EVERGREEN SHRUB
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB B

EVERGREEN TREE

SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB A
FLOWERING DECIDUOUS TREE

SOD

MEDIUM EVERGREEN SHRUB
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB B

SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB A

GROUNDCOVER

GROUNDCOVER
SOD

FRONTAGE STREET

SI
D

E 
ST
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ET

SURFACE LOT

NOTE: REFERENCE STREET CROSS SECTIONS

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

Flower ing deciduous t ree Row of medium evergreen shrubs with evergreen t ree at each corner Row of medium evergreen shrubs with groundcover and sod in f ront

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs, 

min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, lawn to 
property line, one flowering deciduous tree at the 
center of bed. 

B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs with one row of medium evergreen shrub, 
strip of lawn to property line, one evergreen tree at 
the corners. 

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, 
one evergreen tree at the corners of building.

D. Rear Yard: Min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, 
groundcover to property line.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
A. Front Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen shrubs, 

min. three rows of small deciduous shrubs, lawn to 
property line, one evergreen tree at the corners of 
building.

B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs with one row of medium evergreen shrub, 
strip of lawn to property line, one evergreen tree at 
the corners. 

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, 
groundcover to property line, one evergreen tree 
at the corners of building.

D. Rear Yard: Min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, 
groundcover to property line.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 



90  |  Nolensville Town Square Design Guidelines

PARKINGPARKING

 STREET STREET

PE
D

ES
TR

IA
N

 P
A

SS
A

G
EW

A
Y

PE
D

ES
TR

IA
N

 P
A

SS
A

G
EW

A
Y

STR
EET

STR
EET
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Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.

Front Elevat ionKey Plan

si t e  di a g R a m -  l i v e-wo R k  su R fa c e  pa R k e d
O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A. “Build-to zone” means an area established within 

a given lot indicating where the building frontage 
must be located. Depending on particular 
circumstances, the build-to zone may be measured 
from the property line, the back of an easement, or 
the back of the sidewalk.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.
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Live/ Work surface parked

LIVE WORK -
SURFACE PARKED

L5.38
20100 305

N

SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB A
LARGE EVERGREEN SHRUB

EVERGREEN TREE

FLOWERING DECIDUOUS TREE
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB B
MEDIUM EVERGREEN SHRUB

FLOWERING DECIDUOUS TREE
MEDIUM EVERGREEN SHRUB

CANOPY TREE
GROUNDCOVER
SOD

SOD

FRONTAGE STREET

SI
D
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ST
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ET

SURFACE LOT

NOTE: REFERENCE COMMERCIAL STREET
CROSS SECTION - A

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

Row of medium evergreen shrubs and row of small deciduous shrubsFlower ing deciduous t ree Row of medium evergreen shrubs with evergreen t ree at each corner

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: prefabricated planters per owner 

specifications.
B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of medium 

evergreen shrubs, one flowering deciduous tree at 
the corners of each building.

C. Exterior Side Yard: min. one row of medium 
evergreen shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs, one evergreen tree at the corners with one 
flowering deciduous tree in the middle. 

D. Rear Yard: min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs 
alternating with one row of large evergreen shrubs.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
A. Front Yard:  prefabricated planters per owner 

specifications.
B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of medium 

evergreen shrubs, one flowering deciduous tree at 
the corners of each building.

C. Exterior Side Yard: min. one row of medium 
evergreen shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs, groundcover to property line, one 
evergreen tree at the corners with one flowering 
deciduous tree in the middle. 

D. Rear Yard:min. two rows of small deciduous shrubs 
alternating with one row of large evergreen shrubs.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 
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Rear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of Alley
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Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.

Front Elevat ionKey Plan

si t e  di a g R a m -  l i v e-wo R k  pa R k  un d e R
O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A. “Build-to zone” means an area established within 

a given lot indicating where the building frontage 
must be located. Depending on particular 
circumstances, the build-to zone may be measured 
from the property line, the back of an easement, or 
the back of the sidewalk.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.
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Live/ Work park under

LIVE WORK -
PARK UNDER

L5.37
20100 305

N

EVERGREEN TREE
MEDIUM EVERGREEN SHRUB
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB B

FLOWERING DECIDUOUS TREE
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB B

MEDIUM EVERGREEN SHRUB

GROUNDCOVER
LARGE EVERGREEN SHRUB

CANOPY TREE
GROUNDCOVER
SOD

FRONTAGE STREET

SI
D
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ST
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ET

ALLEY

NOTE: REFERENCE NEIGHBORHOOD STREET
CROSS SECTION - C

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

Row of medium evergreen shrubs and row of small deciduous shrubsFlower ing deciduous t ree Row of medium evergreen shrubs with evergreen t ree at each corner

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: prefabricated planters per owner 

specifications.
B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of medium 

evergreen shrubs, one flowering deciduous tree at 
the corners of each building.

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of medium 
evergreen shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs, one evergreen tree at the corners of 
building. 

D. Rear Yard: Min..one row of medium evergreen 
shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous shrubs.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
A. Front Yard:  prefabricated planters per owner 

specifications.
B. Interior Side Yard: Min. one row of medium 

evergreen shrubs, one flowering deciduous tree at 
the corners of each building.

C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of large evergreen 
shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous shrubs, 
one flowering deciduous tree at the corners.

D. Rear Yard: groundcover to property line.

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 
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Rear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of Alley
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Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.

Front Elevat ionKey Plan

si t e  di a g R a m -  co m m e R c i a l
O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A. “Build-to zone” means an area established within 

a given lot indicating where the building frontage 
must be located. Depending on particular 
circumstances, the build-to zone may be measured 
from the property line, the back of an easement, or 
the back of the sidewalk.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.
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MIXED USE

L5.39
20100 305

N

GROUNDCOVER

CANOPY TREE

MEDIUM EVERGREEN SHRUB
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB B

EVERGREEN TREE

GROUNDCOVER
SOD FRONTAGE STREET

SI
D

E 
ST

RE
ET

BACK OF HOUSE AND UTILITIESBACK OF HOUSE AND UTILITIES

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

Flower ing deciduous t ree Row of medium evergreen shrubs with evergreen t ree at each cornerDouble row of large and medium evergreen shrubs 

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: prefabricated planters per owner 

specifications.
B. Interior Side groundcover to property line

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
A. Front Yard:  prefabricated planters per owner 

specifications.
B. Interior Side Yard: groundcover to property line
C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of medium 

evergreen shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs, one evergreen tree at the rear corner of 
building. 

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 
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Rear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of AlleyRear Setback: 3 ft.. min.; or 15 ft.. min. from centerline of Alley
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Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.Front Setback : 0 ft.. min., 15 ft.. max.

Front Elevat ionKey Plan

si t e  di a g R a m -  mi x e d-us e
O v e r v i e w
A. Porches that wrap from the front facade to the side 

street facade are encouraged.
B. Porches and stoops may encroach into the front 

setback.
C. Porches and stoops shall be setback from the back 

of sidewalk up to 50% of the yard setback.

D e f i n i t i o n s
A. “Build-to zone” means an area established within 

a given lot indicating where the building frontage 
must be located. Depending on particular 
circumstances, the build-to zone may be measured 
from the property line, the back of an easement, or 
the back of the sidewalk.

B. Side Setback: the portion of a Lot or Building Site 
that is situated between the nearest roofed portion 
of the Building or of any Accessory Building on a 
Lot or Building Site and the Side Lot or Building 
Site Line, and extending through from the Front 
Setback Area or Yard or from the Front Lot or 
Building Site Line where no Front Setback Area or 
Yard exists to the Rear Setback Area or Yard or to 
the Rear Lot or Building Site Line where no Rear 
Setback Area or Yard exists.

C. Rear Setback: a portion of a Lot or Building Site that 
is situated between the nearest roofed portion of 
the Principal Building or of any Accessory Building 
on the Lot or Building Site and the Rear Lot or 
Building Site Line, extending the full width of the 
Lot or Building Site, from Side Lot or Building Site 
Line to Side Lot or Building Site Line.
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MIXED USE

L5.39
20100 305

N

GROUNDCOVER

CANOPY TREE

MEDIUM EVERGREEN SHRUB
SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB B

EVERGREEN TREE

GROUNDCOVER
SOD FRONTAGE STREET
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BACK OF HOUSE AND UTILITIESBACK OF HOUSE AND UTILITIES

pa l e t t e  a pa l e t t e  b

Flower ing deciduous t ree Row of medium evergreen shrubs with evergreen t ree at each cornerDouble row of large and medium evergreen shrubs 

pa l e t t e  a
A. Front Yard: prefabricated planters per owner 

specifications.
B. Interior Side groundcover to property line

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 

pa l e t t e  b
A. Front Yard:  prefabricated planters per owner 

specifications.
B. Interior Side Yard: groundcover to property line
C. Exterior Side Yard: Min. one row of medium 

evergreen shrubs, min. one row of small deciduous 
shrubs, one evergreen tree at the rear corner of 
building. 

**Note: Refer to the approved plant list for species and 
minimum sizes 
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fe n c e s ,  wa l l s ,  a n d  gat e s
C.25 Site and Landscape Guidelines

2 . 1  F R O N T  F E N C I N G  A N D  WA L L S
P r i n c i p l e s

A. Front fences and walls help to define the semi-public space of the 
front yard and to dif ferentiate this semi-public space from the public 
space of the sidewalk and thoroughfare. Fences and walls can 
enhance the transition between public and private realms and can 
also add to the character of the streetscape and neighborhood as a 
whole.

G u i d e l i n e s
A. Front yard fencing is allowed as long as it enhances the landscape.

B. Fencing along parks and open space shall be consistent in design, 
material, height across all of lots facing parks and open space.

S t a n d a r d s
A. Free standing front fence or wall dimensions: maximum height: 48” 

post spacing: 8’ end post size: 4” minimum square intermediate post 
size: 2” minimum square open: 50% minimum pickets: vertical or 
horizontal

B. Entry gates and arbors are permitted, provided they are attached 
to a fence or wall, or bordered by a hedge. Gates should be in 
proportion to the fence or wall, and may be a maximum of forty-
eight inches (48”) in height. Gate and arbor materials should match 
or complement those of the fence or wall, as well as those of the 
house.

C. Front yard fencing may be placed on top of a wall provided that 
the total height does not exceed forty-eight inches (48”). In the case 
of fences on retaining walls, the total height may not exceed sixty 
inches (60”) and is measured from the base of the retaining wall.

D. Individual retaining walls shall be a maximum of forty-eight inches 
(48”) in height. If taller walls are required, then the walls shall be 
terraced so that each wall does not exceed forty-eight inches (48”) in 
height.

E. Retaining walls shall be constructed of durable materials, such as 
stone, brick, or concrete, and allow for the drainage of water from 
behind the wall.

F. Courtyard walls that enclose a semi-private space immediately 
adjacent to the house are permitted. A minimum of sixty percent 
(60%) of a courtyard wall should match the material of the house 
are permitted. A minimum of sixty percent (60%) of a courtyard 
wall should match the material of the house wall, but other 
complementary materials may be used as ornament.

G. The maximum height of courtyard walls is forty-eight inches (48”) 
and they should be set back a minimum of ten feet from the front 
property line. If a courtyard wraps around the side of the house, the 
walls may increase to a maximum of six feet (6’) in height along the 
side property line.

H. The fences or walls that face into a common green area are 
considered front fences or walls. In this case, any fence or wall at 
the front of the houses should be consistent across all the houses 

G E N E R A L
G u i d e l i n e s

A. The transition between the public and private spaces should be 
carefully addressed through landscape plant material choices, 
grading, and hardscape to provide a seamless transition between 
the public right-of-way (sidewalk area) and the private lot (front 
yard).

B. Durable and generally maintenance-free fencing and wall materials 
should be used whenever feasible.

S t a n d a r d s
A. Galvanized chain link fencing material is strictly prohibited.

B. Applicable fencing design standards related to Americans with 
Disabilities (ADA) shall apply whenever required.

C. Newly constructed fences and/or walls on a property shall not 
adversely af fect existing (constructed) site drainage on the property 
or neighboring property in any way.

2 . 0  R E S I D E N T I A L  F E N C I N G  A N D  WA L L S
P r i n c i p l e s

A. Provide variation in fence design to respond to the individual site, 
architectural styles and materials on the site as necessary. Fencing 
and wall designs should complement the architectural styles and 
exterior finishes of the principal structure whenever feasible.

G u i d e l i n e s
A. Generally, a consistent height for the top of a wall or fence is 

encouraged, recognizing that the design of the fence or wall may 
vary.

B. Fencing and walls should be placed in locations that are meaningful 
for aesthetic and practical use. 

S t a n d a r d s
A. All fence designs shall be reviewed and approved by the ARC.

B. All fencing and walls shall complement the architectural style of the 
house and shall be appropriate in materials, color, and style.

C. Material transitions shall be made at inside corners.

D. All mechanical equipment must be screened from view with a fence 
or wall. Mechanical screens must be a minimum of twelve inches (12”) 
above the height of the equipment, between 3 feet and 5 feet at the 
frontage or adjacent to civic space, and between 5 feet and 6 feet 
not at frontage or adjacent to civic space.

E. The exposed structural framework side of the fence shall be oriented 
to the interior of the lot.

F. Approved residential fencing materials include wood, steel, stone 
columns, and brick columns. Alternative materials are reviewed on a 
case-by-case basis.

G. Chain link fencing material is strictly prohibited.

These Fencing and Walls Design Guidelines (Design Guidelines) 

define the design objectives and standards for fencing and walls 

in the Nolensville Town Square development. The purpose of 

this supplement is to assist designers, single-family and multi-

family home builders, contractors, and property owners with the 

range of acceptable fence and wall design options and materials 

available to create safe, secure, and aesthetically diverse 

public and private fencing and walls in the development. This 

supplement serves to encourage all property owners, builders, 

and developers to consider a wide variety of fencing and wall 

design options for individual lots and parcels by outlining an 

acceptable palette of materials and essential design standards 

as necessary.

These guidelines are not intended to be prescriptive in nature 

but rather to ensure a level of quality and design variation for 

fencing and walls is maintained throughout the development. 

The guidelines apply to all fencing and walls regardless of lot 

type, and use within the development, including; residential, 

multifamily, mixed-use, and variable lot types. Appropriate fence 

and wall typologies include front yard, side yard, and backyard 

fence applications as necessary. All fencing and wall design shall 

be in keeping with the vision and principles outlined in these 

Design Guidelines.

The fencing and walls design criteria apply to all development 

within the Nolensville Town Square development. Review and 

approval of all on-site fencing and walls is required by the 

Nolensville Town Square Review Committee.



Nolensville Town Square Design Guidelines  |  99

bounding that particular space.

I. Fences or walls, if used, should be consistent in character along the 
entire front of a building, rather than being individualized for each 
unit.

J. Transition of fence height from Front Yard to Side Yard fencing shall 
occur at intersections of perpendicular fence lines (at the corner of 
the front building elevation behind the front porch).

2 . 2  S I D E  A N D  R E A R  F E N C I N G  A N D  WA L L S
P r i n c i p l e s

A. Side and rear fences provide private, usable space for residents, and 
screen outdoor areas from alleys and adjacent buildings.

G u i d e l i n e s
A. Side and rear fencing and walls should provide privacy in a way that 

is attractive and complements the architecture of the house and 
neighborhood.

B. Since the function of side and rear fences and walls is primarily one 
of screening, a minimum of 2/3 of the height of the fence or wall 
should be solid.

C. Side Yard fence locations should minimize establishing narrow and 
unusable lot area as much as possible. Limit Side Yard fencing when 
ever possible. In many instances, side yard fencing may not be 
appropriate.

S t a n d a r d s
A. Free standing rear and side fence dimensions: Maximum height: 

6’ Post spacing: 8’ on center Posts: 4” square posts or comparable 
metal posts

B. Multi-Family specific: Side yard fencing and walls shall connect to the 
corner of a building.

C. Rear fences built along alleys shall be set back three feet (3’) from the 
rear property line.

D. Side and rear fences shall not exceed six feet (6’) in height.

E. Side yard fences that abut a street right of way shall not exceed six 
(6’) feet in height and shall have a minimum of fifty percent (50%) 
open total surface area above four feet in height (4’). On a case-by-
case basis, the DRC may grant a waiver to this “open requirement” 
for a street-side yard fence that is across the street from an existing 
solid fence.
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Wood picket fence on top of white painted br ick wall 
with plant ing s t r ip between fence and sidewalk

Board on board wooden fence with 24” plant ing s t r ip between fence and sidewalk

Pref inished aluminum picket fence with plant ing s t r ip between fence and sidewalk

White wood picket fence with 24” landscape s t r ip between fence and sidewalkMasonr y columns with aluminum picket fence between

fe n c e s ,  wa l l s ,  a n d 
gat e s

2 . 3  S I D E  A N D  R E A R  F E N C I N G  A N D  WA L L S 
A D J A C E N T  T O  PA R K S  A N D  O P E N  S PA C E

P r i n c i p l e s
A. The side and rear fences on lots adjacent to parks and open space 

are intended to delineate the boundary of residential uses and public 
open space. It shall create private usable space around the home 
while not detracting from the benefits of the adjacent natural lands. 

S t a n d a r d s
A. Perimeter Fence dimensions Maximum height: 48” Post spacing: 8’ 

maximum on center Posts and rails.

B. Perimeter fencing shall be constructed along common property 
lines between residential lots and parks/open space and shall be 
approved by the DRC

C. Unfinished masonry walls including those constructed of CMU block 
and split face block shall not be permitted.

E N C L O S U R E S
S t a n d a r d s

A. Each property shall provide a location for trash enclosure and 
recycled materials as necessary.

B. Each property shall provide a location to screen all receptacles from 
the alley, either behind the property fence within a storage area or in 
the garage.

C. If providing a trash/recycle bin enclosure, fabricate the enclosure of 
a similar form, material, and color as the property fence or building 
architecture.

D. Ensure the screening is twelve inches (12”) higher than the object 
being screened, between 3 feet and 5 feet at the frontage or 
adjacent to civic space, and between 5 feet and 6 feet not at 
frontage or adjacent to civic space.
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Wooden gate with s tone columns White picket fence gateNatural l imestone wall

White painted br ick wall with l imestone cap Br ick wall with l imestone cap Wooden gate on white br ick fence
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D.01 Townhouse and Multifamily Architectural Guidelines 

aR c h i t e c t u R a l  ch a R a c t e R
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M a x i m u m  B u i l d i n g  H e i g h t s
A. Townhomes: 3 stories
B. Multi-family: 3 stories

M i n i m u m  F l o o r  P l a t e  H e i g h t s
A. Townhome Ground Floor: 10 ft. from finished floor to 

ceiling.
B. Townhome Upper Floor(s): 9 ft. from finished floor 

to ceiling.
C. Multi-family: 10 ft. from finished floor to ceiling each 

story.
D.  Half Upper Stories: Limited to appropriate roof 

pitch 

M a s s i n g  F o r m s  a n d  P r o p o r t i o n s
A. Building massing shall be simple rectilinear forms to 

avoid complicated roof forms.
B. Garage massing and roof form shall be separate 

and subordinate to the buildings massing and roof 
form.

C. Building length and height should complement its 
street context.

D. Facades shall incorporate a minimum of two (2) 
continuous or similar details refined to the scale of 
12 inches or less within the first ten (10) feet of the 
building wall, measured vertically at street level. 

E. Canopies, awnings and similar architectural 
elements shall be proportioned to relate to the 
human scale.

F. Building massing shall be articulated into distinct 
facade bays (see facade guidelines).

R a i s e d  F o u n d a t i o n
A. Buildings should have raised foundations fronting 

streets and public common open spaces 
averaging 18 in. from adjacent grade to finished 
porch/stoop floor; (exceptions shall be considered 
for common lobby entrances of multi-family 
buildings and accessible unit entries).

B. Foundation walls fronting streets and public 
common open spaces shall be 18 inches minimum 
from adjacent finished grade to finished floor 
elevation with approved masonry or stucco finish.

C. Slab-on-grade foundations with brick ,stone, or 
stucco finished stem walls are appropriate.

R o o f s
A. Roofs may be either low-sloped with parapet walls 

or pitched with eaves.
B. Hip roofs shall be limited in application and pitched 

sc a l e  a n d  ma s s i n g
D.02 Townhouse and Multifamily Architectural Guidelines 

to appropriate historic architectural precedents.
C. Where mechanical units are mounted on roofs of 

buildings with steep pitched roofs, roof wells shall 
be provided to conceal rooftop mechanical units.

D. Roof pitches should be appropriate to the building’s 
architectural style.

E. Secondary roof forms (porches, bays, dormers, etc.) 
should be pitched lower than the primary roof 
form; specific architectural styles, such as Tudor, 
may be exempt from this standard.

F. Porch and stoop roofs should be pitched low 
enough to avoid interference with sills of upper 
story windows; metal roofs are encouraged to 
obtain a lower pitch for porches.

G. Nested gables should be avoided or limited across 
front facade 

H. Flat roofs may have roof terraces
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Appropriate

Rec t i l inear building massing with clear ly v is ible f ront ent r y

Low sloped roof form is subordinate to the building massing; building massing is 
ar t iculated into dis t inc t facade bays

Building with raised foundat ion
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F a c a d e  O r d e r  a n d  C l a d d i n g  M a t e r i a l s
A. All buildings will be four-sided architecture and will be compliant with 

the Appendix E Design Review Manual.
B. All facades that front streets and common open spaces are subject to 

the facade guidelines. 
C. Facade areas shall have no less than 20% transparent glazing fronting 

streets and public common open spaces.
D. Each ground-floor residential unit that fronts a street or public common 

areas shall have no less than one porch or stoop entry directly fronting 
the street to which it is addressed or to a public common open space 
frontage (see E.05 Porches, Balconies, Stoops, and Columns).

E. The building facade shall have a clearly identifiable base, body and 
cap with horizontal elements separating these components.  The 
component described as the body shall constitute a minimum of 50% of 
the total building height.  For base sections, contrasting brick, stone or 
a protruding brick pattern are permitted techniques. 

F. All buildings on the same site shall be architecturally unified; i.e. 
related in architectural style, color scheme and building materials.  
Architectural design elements shall be continued around all elevations 
visible to the public (four-sided architecture).  Corner buildings should 
be designed with special architectural features that accent the corner, 
such as corner entries, projecting windows, towers, turrets and cupolas.

G. While architectural style may vary, building facades shall be compatible 
with surrounding buildings with regard to massing, scale, proportion 
of openings, roof types, window types and degree of detail.  Building 
facades shall be divided into architecturally distinct sections no more 
than sixty (30) feet in width.

H. Varying parapet and roof heights shall be used to add interest as well 
as fully screen rooftop equipment.  Pilasters, protruding brick columns, 
change in brick color and wall recesses are architectural techniques 
that can be used to achieve these goals.

I. A maximum of two (2) principal colors shall be permitted with three 
(3) additional accent colors. No more than three dif ferent cladding 
materials should be used per facade bay. Exceptions can be made 
for larger buildings through ARC approval. Variation is preferred on 
distinct horizontal facade bay on buildings greater than 100 feet in 
width per the Zoning Ordinance - Facade Articulation Standards. 

J. Cladding materials shall not transition at exterior building corners, only 
at interior corners of massing forms.

K. Heavier cladding materials should not be located above lighter cladding 
materials (i.e. brick and stone above siding).

L.  Approved cladding materials include:
i. Wood or fiber-cement clapboard siding (smooth finish, w/6 in. 

exposure max.)
ii. Wood bevel siding (6 in. exposure max.)
iii. Wood tongue and groove siding
iv. Wood shiplap siding
v. Wood or fiber-cement shingle siding
vi. Wood or fiber-cement board and batten siding (smooth finish, 12 

in. board max.)
vii. Half-timber frame with brick or applied stucco infill
viii. Applied 3 part stucco (EIFS not permitted)
ix. Natural stone varieties local to Middle TN (cultured stone and 

fa c a d e  oR d e R
D.03 Townhouse and Multifamily Architectural Guidelines 

other natural stone varieties may be permitted upon ARC review 
of material sample)

x. Modular brick (may be painted)
xi. Fiber cement panel system siding

O. Approved facade trim materials include:
i. Painted wood
ii. Stained western cedar or other naturally water resistant species
iii. Painted fiber cement 
iv. Prefinished Hardi Color-plus
v. Painted cellular PVC 
vi. Modular brick (may be painted)
vii. EIFS when used for decorative cornices only

P. Approved foundation materials include:
i. Brick
ii. Stone
iii. Applied Stucco

F a c a d e  A r t i c u l a t i o n  p e r  Z o n i n g  O r d i n a n c e
A. A Facade greater than 100 ft. in width must be dif ferentiated so that 

it appears to be comprised of two or more Adjacent Buildings, by 
dividing such Facade into two segments each of which includes a 
separate entrance and (1) dif fers from each of the other segments with 
respect to all of the following: 

i. A change in shape, sill, and header height, detail, size, spacing, 
rhythm, and muntin pattern of windows; 

ii. A change of Building or cornice height; 
iii. A change in cornice details; 
iv. A change of wall material or wall color; a change in trim courses 

and other horizontal elements; 
v. A change in dormer or balcony design, if any, and 
vi. Providing or changing pilasters, columns, or other Facade 

elements; 
vii. Contain at least one horizontal building setback of no less than 5 

ft; and (2) is composed with a defined center and edges.

W i n d o w s  a n d  D o o r s
A. Windows and doors shall be arranged to create a simple and balanced 

facade order with preference to the exterior facade over interior 
furnishings.

B. Common building entries and ground floor entries should be clearly 
visible from the street and emphasized in the facade order.

C. Windows and doors shall be aligned to a common head height on 
each distinct horizontal facade bay (unless appropriate to a specific 
traditional architectural style). Per the Zoning Ordinance - Facade 
Articulation standards, a facade greater than 100 ft. in width can vary 
window and sill heights so that it the facade appears to be comprised 
of two or more adjacent buildings. 

D. Upper story windows shall be aligned with ground floor windows and 
doors (unless appropriate to a specific traditional architectural style).

E. Faux closed shutters and brick recesses should be avoided on facades 
that front streets. Where closed shutters are used on a facades, open 
shutters shall be used on adjacent windows to create a realistic 
application of open vs. closed shutters.
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Inappropriate

<

Appropriate<

Cap

Shaf t

Base

Appropr iate three par t massing: base, shaf t and cap  No more than three dif ferent cladding mater ials should be used per facade

Each ground-f loor resident ial unit that f ront s a s t reet or public common areas shall have no less than one porch or s toop ent r y direc t ly f ront ing the s t reet to which it is 
addressed or to a public common open space f rontage

Cladding mater ials shall not t ransit ion at ex ter ior building corners, only at inter ior 
corners of massing forms

Building Massing Diagram
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C o l u m n s  a n d  B e a m s
A. Covered balconies, porches, and stoops shall utilize appropriate 

architectural orders and elements for columns, entablatures, and 
pediments that complement the buildings architectural style (classical, 
Victorian, craftsman, Italianate, rusticated, timber frame, etc.).

B. Classical columns with round cross sections shall have appropriate 
entasis.

C. Porch beams and architraves shall be sized appropriately in height 
to visually support the porch roof bearing plate while maintaining 
appropriate proportion to the column height.

D. Porch beams and architraves shall align to the neck of the column below 
on both the exterior and interior of the porch beam.

E. Column bases shall be fully supported by the porch foundation and shall 
not extend over the porch foundation wall.

F. Pilasters should project 1/5 -1/4 the diameter of the column and be set to 
match the column neck at the beam.

G. Engaged columns should project 5/8 – 3/4 diameter of the column and 
be set to match the column neck at the beam.

H. Stacked porch columns for stacked porches and balconies shall align 
along the centerline of each column.

I. Columns and beams may be wood or composite material upon ARC 
review and approval of samples; aluminum column wraps and base 
vents are not permitted.

J. The diameter of second floor columns should be the same as the neck of 
first floor columns.

R a i l i n g s  a n d  B a l u s t e r s
A. Ground floor porch railings should be applied sparingly, preferably only 

where required by code for porch elevation.
B. Porch and balcony railings and balusters shall complement the 

architectural style and shall vary from one style to another.
C. Porch railing and baluster materials shall complement the cladding and 

trim materials; composite materials may be used in lieu of wood upon 
review and approval of samples by the ARC.

P o r c h e s  a n d  B a l c o n i e s
A. When provided, buildings should have a covered front porch meeting 

the following minimum standards:
i. Minimum porch depth = 6 ft.

B. Recessed alcoves and stoops are encouraged to define entries when 
space does not permit for porches.

C. Porch floor shall be no less than 18 inches elevation from adjacent grade 
except for accessible units where the porch entry  is the only accessible 
path to the unit.

D. Porch floors may be brick or stone paver floor with masonry foundation 
wall. Concrete porch floor is permitted by exception based on 
architectural style.  Concrete floor will require a stain or integral color 
mix and brick or stone edge detail.

E. Porch steps shall complement the porch floor and/or masonry 
foundation; concrete steps are not permitted.

F. Where required or desired, porch railings shall complement the 
building’s architectural style and shall meet minimum building code 
requirements.

G. Porch and balcony ceilings shall be finished and shall not expose 
unfinished wood joists, joist hangers, electrical conduits or junction 
boxes. Porch ceilings may be: 

i. Bead-board ceiling on joists; plywood bead-boards are not 
permitted

ii. Painted or prefinished fiber cement panel ceiling with batten strips
H. Balconies and juliette balconies are permitted on front facades of multi-

family buildings.
I. Balconies shall be either structured to the ground with columns, 

suspended with metal rods, or supported with appropriately scaled 
brackets.

J. Balconies may not encroach over the public right-of-way or property 
lines.

S t o o p s
A. Stoop landings shall be no less than 5 ft. deep x 5 ft. wide.
B. Stoop floors shall be no less than 18 inches elevation from adjacent 

grade except for accessible units where the stoop entry  is the only 
accessible path to the unit.

C. Stoop floor and edging detail shall be stone or brick to complement 
masonry foundation walls.

D. Stoop steps shall be a complementary masonry material to the masonry 
foundation wall and/or stoop floor; concrete steps are not permitted.

E. Where required or desired, stoop railings shall complement the 
architectural style and shall meet minimum building code requirements 
for height. 

F. Stoop ceilings may be: 
i. Bead-board ceiling on joists; plywood bead-boards are not 

permitted
ii. Painted or prefinished fiber cement panel ceiling with batten 

strips
iii. Finished metal

po R c h e s ,  ba l c o n i e s ,  st o o p s ,  a n d  co l u m n s
D.04 Townhouse and Multifamily Architectural Guidelines 

Rail ings shall complement the buildings architec tural s t y le
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Inappropriate

<

Appropriate<

Yes: Neck of column 
aligned with face of 
archit rave

Yes: Base fully 
suppor ted

No: Set t ing the 
column under the 
archit rave

A lign

Yes: Base fully 
suppor ted

No: Base ex tending 
over foundat ion

Column neck aligned with 
face of archit rave

Column neck should al ign with face of archit rave

Ground f loor porch rai l ings should be applied spar ingly, preferably only where 
required by code for porch elevat ion

Porch and balcony cei l ings shall be f inished and shall not expose unf inished wood 
jois t s, jois t hangers, elec t r ical conduit s or junc t ion boxes

Porch s teps shall complement the porch f loor and/or masonr y foundat ion

Stoop landings addressing the ground f loor public realm

Neck of column aligned with the face of archit rave and base is fully suppor ted.

Diameter of second f loor column is same as neck of f ir s t f loor column. Center l ines 
of each align

Yes: Neck of column aligned with face of archit rave

Base should be fully suppor ted
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ad d i t i o n a l  Re g u l at i o n s
D.05 Townhouse and Multifamily Architectural Guidelines 

E n t r i e s
A. Ground-floor residential units fronting a street or public common open 

space shall have no less than one porch or stoop entry directly fronting 
the street to which it is addressed or to a public common open space 
frontage (porches and stoops shall adhere to standards for Porches, 
Balconies, Stoops, and Columns).

B. The front entry should be clearly visible from the street and emphasized 
in the facade order.

E x t e r i o r  D o o r s
A. Exterior doors shall either have a 8 ft. head height minimum or have 

an appropriately proportioned and detailed transom to align with 
adjacent window heads.

B. Ground floor exterior doors should express authentic construction 
elements of rails, styles, panels, and glazing; overly ornate doors and 
glazing patterns are not permitted.

C. Where used, sidelites shall be aligned with glazing panels and height of 
lites in doors.

D. Muntin patterns in doors, transoms and sidelights shall be vertically 
proportioned.

E. Exterior door styles shall appropriately complement the building’s 
architectural style; dif ferent architectural styles shall have dif ferent 
door styles.

F. Doors in siding shall be cased appropriately.
G. Doors in masonry shall have appropriate stone lintels or masonry arches 

or jack arches to support the masonry mass above. The use of a soldier 
course with appropriate side extensions is encouraged. Heavy timber 
lintels are also encouraged with the appropriate architectural styles.

H. Sliding doors are not permitted on ground floor unit entries fronting 
streets or public common open spaces

W i n d o w s  a n d  S h u t t e r s
A.  Window type, style and muntin pattern shall appropriately complement 

the building’s architectural style.
B. Window heads on each facade shall align at a common elevation; 

exceptions may be granted per ARC review for stairs, architectural 
features, etc.

C. Windows shall be vertically proportioned, and at a ratio of no less than 
1.5 vertical to 1.0 horizontal (exceptions for modernist styles).

D. Ganged windows shall have 4-6 inch mullions between windows.
E. Window style, muntin patterns and trim details shall be consistent on 

each distinct horizontal facade bay. Variation is preferred on distinct 
horizontal facade bay on buildings greater than 100 feet in width per 

the Zoning Ordinance - Facade Articulation Standards. 
F. Tinted glazing and window film is not permitted.
G. Brick or masonry headers should overlap the window casing by half of 

the header height.
H. Shutters may be used where appropriate to the buildings architectural 

style.
I. Shutters shall be used consistently on facades; either most or all of the 

windows should have them or they should be omitted.
J. Shutters shall be sized to match opening of window height and width if/

when closed.
K. Regardless of operability, shutters should be mounted with metal hinges 

and hooks and dogs appropriate to cladding material. Fixed shutters 
should be installed within the casing or masonry opening.

L. “Permanently closed” shutters may be permitted where used sparingly 
on side facades where located inconspicuously towards the rear of the 
building; if used, other windows on the same facade shall have open 
shutters.

M.  Spandrel glass is not permitted.

D o r m e r s
A. Dormers shall be arranged to complement the facade order of the home
B. Dormers shall open into finished rooms on 1-1/2 story facades; blacked-

out and shuttered dormers may be permitted upon ARC review for 
roofs on 2-1/2 story facades

C. Fake dormers must be blacked out with appropriate materials (ex. felt, 
black fiber board, etc.)

D. Should align with centerline of windows below or centerline between 
windows below

E. Dormer width, including cheeks, shall be no wider than windows on 
facade below

F. Dormer windows and casing/trim boards shall fill the dormer; no siding/
cladding shall be permitted in fronts of dormers

G. Dormer windows shall be vertically proportioned
H. Dormer muntin patterns should complement windows on facade below

R o o f s
A. Roof forms shall be articulated to complement facade bays on long 

facades with changes in parapet height, cornice lines, cross gables, etc.
B. Mechanical units may be located on the roof and screened from 

view with appropriate parapet heights. Where mechanical units are 
mounted on roofs of buildings with steep pitched roofs, roof wells shall 
be provided to conceal rooftop mechanical units. 

C. Roofs shall be simple in form; overly complex roof plans are not 
permitted.
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D. Primary roof style may not vary along a ridge line from one facade
elevation to the other (i.e. a gable roof on the front elevation should be
a gable roof on the rear elevation).

E. Eave returns and cornices shall be appropriately detailed with metal
roofing at 2:12 pitch max.; bird box or “pork chop” eave returns are not
permitted.

F. Flat roofs shall incorporate a parapet and cornice into all building
fronts. The cornice shall wrap a minimum of 4 ft. around corners. Flat
roof projections from a building front shall include a cornice around the 
entire projection.

G a r a g e s
A. Garages shall be accessed from the rear of the building; street-accessed

garages are not permitted.
B. Detached garages and parking shelters are permitted to the rear of

buildings.
C. Shall have either an appropriately sized decorative light fixture or trellis

canopy above or to the side of the overhead doors
D. Shall be trimmed appropriately for the garage’s cladding material

i .  Wood or fiber cement casing trim and header for siding opening
i i .   Stone lintel, or brick arch or jack arch for masonry opening

E. Garage doors should be recessed 10”-12” from facade
F. Lots served by alleys shall only access garages from the alley
G. Garages shall be set either at rear setback or greater than 20 ft. to 

provide a parking pad between the alley and the garage
H.All garage zoning ordinances must be followed.





Commercial and Mixed-use
Architectural Guidelines
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E.01  Commercial and Mixed-use Architectural Guidelines
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si t i n g
E.02  Commercial and Mixed-use Architectural Guidelines

Nolensville Town Square is designed to be a community that values social interaction among its residents and visitors. Much attention 

is given to the public realm with sidewalks, trails and pedestrian friendly streets that encourage encounters with neighbors. Floor plans 

at Nolensville Town Square shall be designed to appropriately transition from this public realm to the privacy of the individual interior of 

the home. Likewise, interior rooms of the home should support the public realm with windows that open into semi-private rooms where 

guests are welcome and where blinds and window treatments are less likely to remain closed for privacy.
A c t i v e  S t r e e t s c a p e s  a n d  P u b l i c  S p a c e s
A. Ground floor commercial floor plans and tenant spaces should arrange 

plan interior program to maximize transparent storefronts fronting 
sidewalks, pedestrian passageways and common open spaces.

B. Ground floor utility spaces such as kitchens, toilets, service areas and 
storage areas shall be located to the rear of the floor plan away from 
street frontages, sidewalks, pedestrian passageways and open spaces.

C. Ground floor commercial floor plans and tenant spaces may have a 
secondary public entry from the rear parking area.

D. Upper story commercial floor plans shall be arranged to allow windows 
on all building facades; mechanical rooms, toilets, storage areas, etc. 
shall be located internal to the plan and away from exterior walls.

E. Upper story, multi-tenant commercial tenant spaces may be accessed 
from a common corridor located at the rear elevation of the building 
provided such has appropriate windows along the rear elevation of the 
building.

F. Upper story residential uses shall conform to guidelines for multi-family 
residential.

G. Roof terraces are permitted on roofs of one-story and two-story 
buildings pending building code compliance.

U t i l i t y
A. Above grade utility meters, cabinets, transformers and backflow 

preventers should be located to rear of buildings when possible.
B. Mechanical units shall be roof mounted.
C. Restaurant kitchen hoods shall vent to roof.
D. Restaurant uses shall have enclosed and conditioned trash storage 

rooms and can wash areas internal to tenant spaces with dedicated 
dumpsters located in parking area to rear of building.

E. Retail and office uses shall have shared dumpster(s) located in parking 
area to rear of building
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Appropr iate commercial ground f loor prov ides large s toref ront s and ac t ive public spaces

Pedest r ian passages f rom rear park ing areas to the s t reet shall be l ined with windows and 
i l luminated with pedest r ian scaled l ight ing

Retail and of f ice uses shall have shared dumpster(s) located in park ing area to rear of 
building.

Corner facades shall may have secondar y public ent r ies to ac t ivate pedest r ian 
passageways and open spaces

Roof terraces are permit ted on roof s of one-s tor y and two-stor y buildings pending building 
code compliance.
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E.03  Commercial and Mixed-use Architectural Guidelines

sc a l e  a n d  ma s s i n g

M a x i m u m  B u i l d i n g  H e i g h t s
A. Commercial: 4 stories*
B. Mixed-use: 4 stories*
*Additional Requirements per the Zoning Ordinance 
for 4 Story Buildings within the MSVOD: Four Story 
Building Heights shall be permitted within MSVOD that 
meet at least one of the following conditions: 
1. A fourth Story shall articulate a visual, horizontal 
Story transition from the third to the fourth Story 
by using an architectural feature. Acceptable 
architectural features may include cornices, roof 
eaves, and facade cladding material changes. 
2. A fourth Story shall be permitted behind a mansard 
roof. 
3. A fourth Story shall be permitted where the fourth 
Story facade is set back no less than five feet (5 ft.) 
from the third Story facade below it. 
4. A fourth Story shall be permitted where the first and 
second or third and fourth Stories 
are grouped by architectural detailing that presents a 
traditional facade order of base, 
middle, and cap

M i n i m u m  B u i l d i n g  H e i g h t s
A. Commercial Ground Floor: 14 ft. from finished floor 

to ceiling.
B. Mixed-use Ground Floor: 14 ft. from finished floor to 

ceiling.
C. Mixed-use Upper Floor(s): 10 ft. from finished floor to 

ceiling for commercial.
D. Mixed-use Upper Floor(s): 9 ft. from finished floor to 

ceiling for residential.
E. Live/Work Ground Floor: 10 ft. from finished floor to 

ceiling.
F. Live/Work Upper Floor(s): 9 ft. from finished floor to 

ceiling Building massing shall be articulated into 
distinct facade bays (see facade guidelines).

S c a l e  a n d  M a s s i n g 
A. Building massing of long facades shall replicate 

individual buildings built over a phased period of 
time by varying roof forms and facade elements 
that complement the change in vertical bays. A 

The size and mass of structures should be in relation to surrounding structures. Special care should 

be taken to achieve compatibility next to small-scale buildings. Pedestrian-oriented development 

is generally low to medium scale, low-intensity, neighborhood serving commercial uses, within or 

adjacent to residential neighborhoods.

single, dominant building mass should be avoided 
by clustering several smaller structures and using 
variations in building form. Variation is preferred 
on distinct horizontal facade bay on buildings 
greater than 100 feet in width per the Zoning 
Ordinance - Facade Articulation Standards. 

B. Commercial buildings shall appropriately transition 
scale, massing, floor area, and height to adjacent 
residential developments, utilizing architectural 
elements such as gables and hipped roofs to 
reduce building mass. 

C. Building massing shall be simple rectilinear forms to 
avoid complicated sloped roof forms.

D. Primary building entries should be highlighted 
through the massing of the building. Greater 
height can be used to highlight and accentuate 
entries in the form of corner tower elements, tall 
voids, or a central mass sited within an entry open 
space. 

E. Facades shall incorporate a minimum of two (2) 
continuous or similar details refined to the scale of 
12 inches or less within the first ten (10) feet of the 
building wall, measured vertically at street level. 

F.  Canopies, awnings and similar architectural 
elements shall be proportioned to relate to the 
human scale.
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Building massing of long facades shall repl icate indiv idual buildings buil t 
over a phased per iod of t ime by var y ing roof forms and facade elements 
that complement the change in ver t ical bays.

Building massing shall be ar t iculated into dis t inc t facade bays This 3-s tor y building appropr iately uses var iet y of roof forms and facade bay detai l ing to ar t iculate the building massing

This 2-s tor y building appropr iately addresses massing to appear as two separate buildings buil t over a per iod of t imeThis 3-s tor y building appropr iately addresses massing to appear as two separate buildings buil t over a 
per iod of t ime

A single, dominant building mass should be avoided by clus ter ing several smaller s t ruc tures and using var iat ions in building 
form.
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S t r e e t  F r o n t i n g  F a c a d e s  a n d  F a c a d e  O r d e r
A. All buildings will be four-sided architecture and will be compliant with

the Appendix E Design Review Manual.
B. The building facade shall have a clearly identifiable base, body and

cap with horizontal elements separating these components.  The
component described as the body shall constitute a minimum of 50% of 
the total building height.  For base sections, contrasting brick, stone or 
a protruding brick pattern are permitted techniques. 

C. Glazing requirements shall be as follows:
i .   20% – 60% of total Facade area for non-Shopfront
i i .  70% of total Facade area min. for Shopfront

D. Upper story facade areas shall have less than 50% facade openings
fronting streets, common open spaces, and parking areas.

E. Each ground-floor commercial tenant space shall have no less than one
public entry directly fronting the street to which it is addressed.

F. Facades shall have aligned facade orders with window head elevations
and vertical alignment of windows and doors between each story.

G. Storefront window systems shall be no wider than 30 feet without being
articulated by another building element.

H. Maximum sill height for ground floor windows shall be no more than
2 feet above finished floor. Generally, upper floor windows should be
vertically proportioned.

I. All buildings on the same site shall be architecturally unified; i.e.
related in architectural style, color scheme and building materials.
Architectural design elements shall be continued around all elevations 
visible to the public (four-sided architecture).  Corner buildings should 
be designed with special architectural features that accent the corner, 
such as corner entries, projecting windows, towers, turrets and cupolas.

J. While architectural style may vary, building facades shall be compatible
with surrounding buildings with regard to massing, scale, proportion 
of openings, roof types, window types and degree of detail.  Building 
facades shall be divided into architecturally distinct sections no more 
than sixty (30) feet in width. Variation is preferred on distinct horizontal 
facade bay on buildings greater than 100 feet in width per the Zoning 
Ordinance - Facade Articulation Standards. 

K. Varying parapet and -- heights shall be used to add interest as well as
fully screen rooftop equipment.  Pilasters, protruding brick columns,
change in brick color and wall recesses are architectural techniques 
that can be used to achieve these goals.

F a c a d e  A r t i c u l a t i o n  p e r  Z o n i n g  O r d i n a n c e
A. A Facade greater than 100 ft. in width must be dif ferentiated so that

it appears to be comprised of two or more Adjacent Buildings, by
dividing such Facade into two segments each of which includes a 
separate entrance and (1) dif fers from each of the other segments with 
respect to all of the following: 

i. A change in shape, sill, and header height, detail, size, spacing,
rhythm, and muntin pattern of windows;

ii. A change of Building or cornice height;
iii. A change in cornice details;
iv. A change of wall material or wall color; a change in trim courses

fa c a d e  de s i g n
and other horizontal elements; 

v. A change in dormer or balcony design, if any, and
vi. Providing or changing pilasters, columns, or other Facade

elements;
vii. Contain at least one horizontal building setback of no less than 5

ft; and (2) is composed with a defined center and edges.
viii. 

F a c a d e  O r d e r  a n d  C l a d d i n g  M a t e r i a l s
A. Building walls shall incorporate brick (textured or tumbled designs with

historic appearance preferred), cast stone, stone or other high-quality,
long-lasting masonry material over 75% of surface area minimum 
(excluding windows, doors and curtain walls).  The remainder of wall 
area may incorporate other materials. 

B. At the discretion of Nolensville’s Architectural Review Committee,
the following materials may be permitted as accent materials:
cement fiber board (Hardi-plank) with cellular PVC trim, stucco, EIFS 
(Exterior Insulation Finish Systems) used above a finish floor height of 
7’-0”,decorative concrete block, aluminum composite materials, wood 
siding, and/or concrete panels. 

C. Prohibited materials shall include vinyl siding, plain concrete block,
corrugated fiberglass, and corrugated metal siding.

D. No more than three dif ferent cladding materials should be used per
facade.

E. Cladding materials shall not transition at exterior building corners, only
at interior corners of massing forms.

F. Heavier cladding materials should not be located above lighter cladding
materials (i.e. brick and stone above siding).

G. Approved cladding materials include:
i .  Modular Brick (may be painted
i i .   Cut stone (ashlar pattern)
i i i .   Cultured stone (ashlar pattern)
i v .   Lap fiber-cement siding (6 in. maximum exposure
v . Half-timber frame w/ brick and/or applied stucco infill

H. Approved facade trim materials include:
i .  Painted wood
i i .  Stained western cedar or other naturally water resistant species
i i i .  Painted fiber cement 
i v .  Painted cellular PVC 
v . Modular brick (may be painted)
v i .  EIFS may be used for roof cornice detailing

I. Approved foundation materials include:
i .  Brick
i i .  Natural and cultured cut stone
i i i .  Applied Stucco 

E.04  Commercial and Mixed-use Architectural Guidelines
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Appropr iate facade bay ar t iculat ion and alignment of upper s tor y windows with ground f loor commercial s toref ront s

Ground f loors should prov ide no less than 60% transparency to ac t ivate s t reet scape Appropr iate window alignment for of f ice building with ground f loor retai lCorner facades are appropr iate to create memorable places

Appropr iate l ive/work facade with facade bays def ined by br ick detai l ing
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O v e r a l l
A. To reduce adverse impacts on adjacent sites and minimize energy 

consumption, lighting should be carefully located and intensity should 
be the minimum necessary for safety.  Lighting levels should be as even 
as possible.  

B. Warm lighting colors are preferred; blue-white color is discouraged. 
Building lighting shall be compatible with lighting levels provided in site 
lgihting.

C. The height of fixtures should be in proportion to the building mass. 
D. Exposed decorative string lighting shall be permitted subject to a 

maximum bulb rating of 5 watts or less. String lighting shall not 
be installed higher than the main building or 15 feet above grade, 
whichever is higher.

B u i l d i n g  L i g h t i n g
A. Lighting fixtures shall be selected that complement the building’s 

specific architectural style and scale.
B. All building entrances shall be well lit.  If the entrance is recessed, a light 

from the ceiling of the entry vestibule is strongly encouraged to prevent 
any dark pockets or hiding places.

C. Pedestrian passageways between buildings shall be illuminated with 
pedestrian scale lighting fixtures that complement the building’s 
architectural style.

D. Lighting fixtures shall not be used that overwhelm the streetscape with 
excessive brightness or glare.

E. Building lighting shall only be used to illuminate architectural elements, 
storefront displays, building entrances, and signing and awnings; 
illumination of entire building facades (wall washing) is not permitted.

F. Fixtures may only be used to illuminate on-site elements; fixtures are not 
permitted that cast light onto adjacent buildings or properties.

G. Visible fluorescent tubes (T lamps), exposed exterior neon lighting, 
colored bulbs (except for seasonal decoration) and internally 
illuminated awnings are inappropriate. 

H. Electric junction boxes, transformers and conduits shall be concealed 
from view.

I. “Wall-pack” fixtures and high intensity discharge lamps (e.g. sodium 
vapor and metal halide) shall only be permitted for illuminating service 
areas and parking areas to the rear of buildings.

J. No fixtures should have any blinking, flashing or fluttering lights or other 
illuminating device which has a changing light intensity, brightness or 
color, nor is any beacon light permitted, except those required for fire 
alarm and/or emergency systems

K. For multi-story buildings, building mounted lighting fixtures are not 
permitted at an elevation higher than the sill of second story windows

bu i l d i n g  l i g h t i n g
E.05  Commercial and Mixed-use Architectural Guidelines

Illumination of building facades is important to creating a healthy and vibrant development at night. Illumination provides a comforting 

sense of safety and can be used to accent architectural features, entrances, and building signage. Lighting should be designed to satisfy 

both functional and decorative needs.  

L. Roof mounted or parapet mounted light fixtures are not permitted
M. Traditionally styled fixtures or appropriately scaled contemporary 

fixtures are recommended; lighting may be in the form of gooseneck 
fixtures attached to the facade, or by means of accent pendants or 
sconces and should be coordinated with the building design to be in 
keeping with the style of architecture

L i g h t i n g  L e v e l s
A. To achieve the desired lighting level for most projects, the use of many 

short, low intensity fixtures is encouraged over the use of a few tall 
fixtures that illuminate large areas.

L i g h t  S o u r c e s
A. Light sources shall be LED, metal halide, or Linear Fluorescent if 

appropriate, with warm and accurate color, a CCT of 3000 or less, 
or per the MTE regulations, and a CRI of 80 or greater. Metal halide 
fixtures shall be limited for use in rear service areas only. 



Nolensville Town Square Design Guidelines  |  125

Appropriate<

Inappropriate

<

Gas sconce provides a warmth and casualness to this facade Sconce f ixtures are appropriate a long storefronts Simple pedestrian scaled f ixtures complement the style of this commercial 
facade

9 2      S t e p h e n s  V a l l e y  D e s i g n  G u i d e l i n e s   |   V i l l a g e  C e n t e r  P a t t e r n s   |    A u g u s t  2 3 r d ,  2 0 1 7     

c o m m e r c i a l  &  m i x e D - u S e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  g u i D e l i n e S
Building Lighting

Illumination of building facades is important to creating 
a healthy and vibrant village center at night. Illumination 
provides a comforting sense of safety and can be used 
to accent architectural features, entrances, and building 
signage.
1. Lighting �xtures shall be selected that complement the 

building’s speci�c architectural style and scale
2. Lighting �xtures shall not be used that overwhelm the 

streetscape with excessive brightness or glare
3. Building lighting shall only be used to illuminate 

architectural elements, storefront displays, building 
entrances, and signing and awnings; illumination of 
entire building facades (wall washing) is not permitted

4. Fixtures may only be used to illuminate on-site ele-
ments; �xtures are not permitted that cast light onto 
adjacent buildings or properties

5. Visible �uorescent tubes, exposed neon, colored lamps 
and internally illuminated “glowing” awnings are not 
permitted

6. Electric junction boxes, transformers and conduits 
shall be concealed from view

7. “Wall-pack” �xtures and high intensity discharge 
lamps (e.g. sodium vapor and metal halide) shall only 
be permitted for illuminating service areas and park-
ing areas to the rear of buildings

8. Fixtures shall not be permitted that have any blink-
ing, �ashing or �uttering lights or that change light 
intensity, brightness or color

9. Building mounted light �xtures are not permitted 
higher than second story window sills for multi-story 
buildings

10. Roof and parapet mounted �xtures are not permitted

Wall pack l ight ing f ix ture L ight ing f ix ture that wash ent ire building with l ight, colored or otherwise “Glowing” awnings are not permit ted

L ight ing f ix tures shall be selec ted that complement the building’s specif ic architec tural s t y le 
and scale

Sconces may be used to i l luminate the buildl ing facade and highlight tex tures of dif-
ferent facade mater ials

Metal gooseneck l ight ing f ix tures appropr iately i l luminate awnings

Simple pedest r ian scaled f ix tures complement the s t y le of architec ture
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Appropriate<

si g n a g e

S i g n a g e
A. Signage guidelines are intended to complement 

the existing standards of the Nolensville Zoning 
Ordinance. Unless specified in this Signage 
Guideline section, signage shall by default be 
regulated by the Nolensville Zoning Ordinance. 

B. Private signage and advertising should be 
restrained and not detract from the sense of a 
continuous landscape.  The principal purpose 
of on-site signage is to identify establishments 
and to direct those seeking to visit them safely 
and ef ficiently to their destination.  Signage that 
is limited in size and set in a strong landscaped 
surrounding can be more visible than a cacophony 
of uncontrolled messages.

C. Primary commercial building signage shall 
solely display the name, type of business and/
or graphic logo associated with the specific 
business advertised; phone numbers, business 
hours and other incidental information shall only 
be displayed with pedestrian-scaled storefront 

Commercial Signage that supports a pedestrian friendly Nolensville Town Square is quite different than that found in more automobile oriented areas 

of the City and County. Large sign areas, tall sign heights and oversized graphics that are needed for legibility from longer distances and faster travel 

speeds along highway corridors are not appropriate in a traditional neighborhood setting. Nolensville Town Square is a place to visit; a destination. Its 

signage should be creative and express business individuality within the neighborhood and not strive to achieve individual dominance. Nolensville Town 

Square Signage should be scaled and crafted to predominantly advertise its message to pedestrians. This calls for a higher level of craftsmanship, quality 

materials and fine detail that is viewed up-close at a walking pace while also being legible from a slowly passing vehicle. 

signage
D. Wall signs applied to facades of multi-story 

buildings shall be mounted in a “sign band” area 
between the head of storefronts and the sill of 
second story windows.

E. Wall signs applied to single-story commercial 
buildings shall be mounted in a “sign band” area 
between the storefront head and the parapet wall 
or roof eave

F. Maximum sign area for a monument sign shall be 18 
square feet and a maximum height of 6 feet.

G. The following commercial sign types are 
encouraged:

H. Flat, wall-mounted signs and individually mounted 
characters

i. Projecting “blade” signs
ii. Awning and canopy graphics
iii. Menu cabinets (full-service restaurants only)
iv. Sidewalk menu boards (shall only be 

displayed during business hours)
v. Window graphics applied to interior of 

E.06  Commercial and Mixed-use Architectural Guidelines

storefront (no more than 25% of storefront 
area per business)

vi. Painted murals on brick walls
I. The following sign types are prohibited:

i. Off-premise advertisement
ii. Signs with changeable copy or letter 

boards displaying a commercial message; 
exceptions will be made through ARC review 
for movie theater marquee signage.

iii. Internally illuminated cabinet signs and 
pan-formed signs

iv. Signs with fully internally illuminated 
backgrounds; only graphics and text may 
be illuminated internally

v. Adhered vinyl letters and graphics on 
exterior signage (window graphics applied 
to inside of storefront glazing are permitted)

vi. Signs using fluorescent or “dayglow” colors
vii. Internally illuminated (“glowing”) awnings
viii. Electronic message boards for commercial 

advertisement

Blade signs consis tent with the architec tural s t y le of the business are 
encouraged.

Window graphics applied to inside of s toref ront 
glaz ing are permit ted

Flat wall mounted signs are permit ted. Appropr iately craf ted wall s ign mounted in s ign-band area of s ingle-s tor y 
commercial building between s toref ront head and parapet
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Inappropriate

<

ix. Signage with any portion located above the 
eave or parapet of the building

x. Flashing or intermittent illumination signs
xi. Window posters, temporary advertisements 

or other signs individually or collectively 
covering more than 25% of the total interior 
or exterior storefront glazing area of any 
business

xii. Portable, mobile and trailer-mounted signs
xiii. Roof signs

J. The following signage materials are permitted:
i. Steel
ii. Aluminum
iii. Wood
iv. Stone
v. Concrete
vi. Brick
vii. Acrylic

Pr imary commercial building signage shall solely display the name, t ype of business 
and/or graphic logo associated with the specif ic business adver t ised

Signs with changeable copy or let ter boards display ing a commercial message are not 
permit ted
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ad d i t i o n a l  Re g u l at i o n s
E.07  Commercial and Mixed-use Architectural Guidelines

Tr a n s p a r e n c y
A. Facades of all commercial structures shall incorporate transparent 

features (windows and doors) over a minimum percentage of the 
surface area of street fronting facades.  Minimum percentages for 
dif ferent levels are outlined as follows:

i i .  Ground level of retail storefront uses: 70% of surface area min. 
i i i .   Ground level of of fice, institutional and other commercial uses: 

25% of surface area min. 
i v .   Ground level of any single occupancy commercial use over 

25,000 SF: 10% of surface area min. 
v .   Upper levels of all uses: 20% of surface area min.

B. Transparency of the ground level shall be calculated within the first 
fifteen (15) feet of the building wall, measured vertically at street level.  
Opaque, mirror glass or strongly tinted windows shall not be allowed.  
In cases where a building has multiple facades fronting a street or 
primary travel way, the transparency requirement shall be required on 
those facades based on pedestrian traffic and vehicular visibility.  All 
ground level windows shall provide direct views to the building’s interior 
or to a lit display area extending a minimum of three (3) feet behind the 
window.  Continuous glass storefront facades are not permitted.

S t o r e f r o n t
A. Storefront frontage has substantial glazing on the facades at ground 

level, space for pedestrian oriented signage, awnings, retail display, 
and other design features conducive with creating an active 
commercial streetscape.

B. Building entrances should be accessible at sidewalk grade and doors 
fronting pedestrian zones should be fully glazed if appropriate to 
architectural style (exception for ground floor of fice, residential 
uses and for secondary doors accessing stair-wells and emergency 
egresses). 

C. Storefront window heads and transom heads shall be aligned on each 
building facade

D. Recessed entry vestibules are permitted
E. Punched window openings are not permitted for retail uses fronting 

a street or common open space; punched window openings may be 
permitted towards rear of facades fronting side streets

F. Vertically proportioned punched window openings are permitted for 
storefronts on secondary facades (vertical proportion shall be no less 
than 1 unit wide x 2 units high.

G. Transom windows above storefronts shall not be in-filled or covered with 
opaque materials.

H. Residential windows and doors are inappropriate for commercial 
storefronts

I. Permitted storefront materials include:
i .  Painted metal
i i .  Pre-finished metal
i i i .  Painted wood
i v .  Pre-finished and painted fiberglass

N. Inappropriate storefront materials include vinyl siding, wood siding, 
metal siding, stone and vertically applied ceramic tile. 

S h u t t e r s
A. Shutters may be used where appropriate to the buildings architectural 

style.
B. Shutter style shall complement the buildings architectural style.
C. Shutters shall be used consistently on facades; either most or all of the 

windows should have them or they should be omitted.
D. Shutters shall be sized to match opening of window height and width if/

when closed.
E. Regardless of operability, shutters should be mounted with iron hinges 

and hooks and dogs appropriate to cladding material. Fixed shutters 
should be installed within the casing or masonry opening.

F. “Permanently closed” shutters may be permitted where used sparingly 
on side facades where located inconspicuously towards the rear of the 
building; if used, other windows on the same facade shall have open 
shutters.

R o o f s
A. Roof forms shall be articulated to complement facade bays on long 

facades with changes in parapet height, cornice lines, cross gables, etc.
B. Mechanical units may be located on the roof and screened from 

view with appropriate parapet heights. Where mechanical units are 
mounted on roofs of buildings with steep pitched roofs, roof wells shall 
be provided to conceal rooftop mechanical units. 

C. Roofs shall be simple in form; overly complex roof plans are not 
permitted.

D. Primary roof style may not vary along a ridge line from one facade 
elevation to the other (i.e. a gable roof on the front elevation should be 
a gable roof on the rear elevation).

E. Eave returns and cornices shall be appropriately detailed with metal 
roofing at 2:12 pitch max.; bird box or “pork chop” eave returns are not 
permitted.

F. Flat roofs shall incorporate a parapet and cornice into all building 
fronts. The cornice shall wrap a minimum of 4 ft. around corners. Flat 
roof projections from a building front shall include a cornice around the 
entire projection.

G. Mechanical units may be located on the roof and screened from 
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view with appropriate parapet heights. Where mechanical units are 
mounted on roofs of buildings with steep pitched roofs, roof wells shall 
be provided to conceal rooftop mechanical units. 

A w n i n g s  a n d  C a n o p i e s
A. Awnings shall be sized appropriately to match storefront windows and 

entry doors; single awnings should not be set over more than one door 
or window bay

B. Awnings are only permitted over building storefronts and entrances; 
upper story window applications are not permitted

C. Storefront awnings may be either af fixed at the head of the transom 
windows or between the head of the storefront and the sill of the 
transom windows

D. Awnings may be either fixed frame or operable; operable awnings shall 
be roller awnings with scissor arm or lateral arm mechanisms 

E. Regardless of operability, awnings shall be mounted with appropriate 
operating hardware.

F. Internally illuminated or “glowing” awnings are not permitted
G. Flat profiled metal canopies suspended from the building facades are 

permitted.
H. Flat metal canopies may be set over more than one door or window bay 

and shall only be affixed between the head of the storefront and the sill 
of the transom windows. This placement allows light to filter through 
the transom while still providing shelter and shade with the canopy.

I. Metal canopies shall only be affixed between the head of the storefront 
and the sill of the  transom windows.

J. Suspended or cantilevered marquis with changeable lettering are not 
permitted. Exceptions may be made when appropriate to architecture 
style and may be approved upon ARC review .

Te r r a c e s
A. Terraces are facades with a ground floor colonnade that supports an 

open terrace above, or, for 1-story buildings, the roof. Terraces contain 
ground-floor shop fronts, making them ideal for retail or restaurant 
use, as the terrace shelters the pedestrian while shading the storefront 
glass, preventing glare that might obscure views of merchandise.

B. Terrace Depth = 8 ft.. minimum unobstructed by columns
C. Terraces shall not obstruct the pedestrian right of way
D. Terraces with multistory buildings above may not encroach into the 

right-of-way
E. Along principal frontages, the terrace column spacing should 

correspond to storefront openings.

C o l o r  P a l e t t e
A. Material color palettes shall be submitted to the ARC for approval.
B. A maximum of two (2) principal colors for each building segment 

may be proposed with a maximum of three (3) secondary accent 
colors.  If accent colors are to be used, they too must be described 
and used throughout the development. 

C. The principal facade colors shall be of low reflectance, subtle, neutral 
or earth tone colors.  

D. Accent colors shall be compatible with principal facade colors.  The 
use of high-intensity or metallic colors shall be prohibited.  Colors 
shall not be used as a form of advertising even though such color 
may be a trademark.

E. Color palettes shall complement the local landscape and 
architectural style of the building.
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ci v i c  & in s t i t u t i o n a l

G e n e r a l
A. Place a civic building to allow for additional visual emphasis. Visual 

emphasis is typically achieved for civic buildings through the creation 
of a public open space or gathering space in its foreground. Where 
greater setbacks maybe appropriate to create visual emphasis, use the 
additional setback area for a landscaped open space, public gathering 
area, and/or pedestrian entry element.

B. Facades shall front streets and common open spaces with transparent 
windows aligned in an order appropriate to the architectural style of 
the building; blank facades fronting streets and open spaces should be 
avoided

C. Buildings shall provide no less than one public entry fronting the primary 
street to which it fronts; public entries shall be major architectural 
forms on the facades they are used (porch, portico, canopy ,etc.) 
Secondary entrances may be provided from parking areas or other 
service locations as needed. 

D. Architectural styles shall complement other buildings in the Downtown 
E. Roof forms should incorporate decorative features unique to the 

building’s use (such as spires, towers, cupolas, steeples, etc. ) to identify 
the building’s importance as a landmark in the community

F. Fire station equipment bays shall be accessed from the side street when 
possible and shall have individual overhead doors per equipment bay

B u i l d i n g  F o r m
A. Transition the height, massing, and scale of a new civic building by using 

the following methods: 
i.  Use a building stepback of 20 feet from the stories below;
ii.   divide the building into smaller parts to reduce ef fective visual bulk; 
iii.  set back a civic building that has larger massing or scale than 

surrounding buildings to prevent a looming presence. Additional 
setback is particularly important for a civic building in a residential 
context.

M a t e r i a l s  a n d  E x t e r i o r  F i n i s h e s
A. Use building materials that create a sense of permanence, such as brick 

or stone.

D e t a i l s  a n d  O r n a m e n t a t i o n
A. Design a building to reflect its time while respecting key features of its 

context.
B. Use a decorative detail in a manner typical to historic civic buildings 

while avoiding direct imitation of historic designs. A modern 
interpretation of a historic detail or decoration is encouraged.

Civic and institutional buildings play an important role in anchoring a neighborhood center by providing unique identity to a community. 

Due to their importance, these buildings shall generally employ massing and scale, materials and details of a higher quality than typical 

commercial buildings.

E.08  Commercial and Mixed-use Architectural Guidelines

C. Use detailing that allows a civic building to serve as a focal point but 
avoid decorative detail that overpowers or negatively impacts nearby 
buildings. Depending on the architectural style of the civic building, the 
following elements may be appropriate for design consideration:

i. Pronounced window elements such as lintels, muntins, mullions, etc.
ii.  A prominent masonry base, such as a dimensional water table, that 

does not exceed the height of the finished floor
iii.  Vertically oriented windows
iv.  Cornice lines with significant depth
v.  An entrance with significant presence
vi.  A tower element or similar treatment

W i n d o w s
A. Design new windows to be compatible with the architectural style. Avoid 

using shutters.
B. Avoid use of reflective glass, tinted glass, fixed panels, or other 

treatments that inhibit views into the building, but use of stained glass 
may be appropriate. This is not intended to apply to typical window 
treatments such as operable drapes or blinds.

A w n i n g s  a n d  C a n o p i e s
A. Size and place new canopies in lesser visible locations that respect the 

design of the building. Canopies should be proportional with and 
complementary to nearby buildings and canopies.

G u t t e r s  a n d  D o w n s p o u t s
A. Match the gutter style to the building’s architectural style. Use half round 

gutters if the building’s architectural style dates before the 1930s. Use 
k-style or ogee gutters if the building’s architectural style dates after 
the 1930s; variations shall be approved by ARC.

B.  Locate downspouts away from architectural features and in less visible 
locations.
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V isual emphasis is t ypically achieved for c iv ic buildings through the creat ion of a public Pocket Park or gather ing space in it s foreground. 
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