




































Apologies, forgot to attach document 

 

On Wed, Jul 1, 2026 at 9:12 AM Kate Hodgdon  wrote:

Hi Madison,

I’m reaching out regarding my property at 23 Cross Street in Saco, which is located
within the Historic Preservation District.

The Maine Department of Health and Human Services has issued a formal lead hazard
order requiring replacement of the original windows and various other parts  as part of a
lead abatement project. While I understand the work is required by the State, I also
understand that I still need to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness before moving
forward with replacement windows.

My husband and I have a one year old and a three year old, and our one year old was
diagnosed with an elevated blood lead level earlier this year. As you can imagine, this has
been an incredibly stressful experience for our family. We are committed to doing
everything necessary to make our home safe, but we are also very concerned about the
financial impact of completing this work.

I want to make sure I approach this the right way and select windows that will satisfy the
Commission while also meeting the requirements of the DHHS order. My goal is to
preserve the character of the building as much as possible while addressing an important
public health issue.

Could you let me know the best process for submitting this project? If possible, I’d also
appreciate any guidance on acceptable window materials or manufacturers before I place
an order. Since this work is being completed under a state enforcement timeline, I would
be very grateful for any opportunity to expedite the review process.

If you’re aware of any lead abatement grants, funding opportunities, or other resources
that property owners in situations like ours have successfully used, I would greatly
appreciate any guidance or direction. We are exploring every available option to make
this project financially feasible.

I’ll include a copy of the DHHS report with this email, and I’m happy to provide
contractor once we figure that part out, window specifications, or any other
documentation that would be helpful.

Thank you for your time and for any guidance you can provide. I truly appreciate your
help as we work through this challenging situation and find a path forward that protects
our children while respecting the historic character of the property.

Best,

Danilo and Kate De Oliveira








