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GUILDERLAND ZONING BOARD

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING
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1.

Pursuant to legislation that suspended the open Meetings Law, the public may

listen and view the meeting on Verizon channel 34, Spectrum channel 1303, and

the Town website (https://www.townofguilderland.org/town-meeting-videos)

and may provide comment during the meeting by dialing (929) 205-6099, and

entering meeting ID: 871 6197 6965 and Passcode: 651496.

2. Chairman's Welcome

3. Continued Cases

1. 6517 Route 158

Continuation of apunlic hearing to permit the installation of a signage

exceeding the allowable quantity.
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https://play.champds.com/guilderlandny/event/167

A. Application Materials

Revised Sign Rendering

Attachment: Revised Sign Rendering

B. Public Comment

Karen White (Against)

Iris Broyde, 2nd Letter (Against)

Peition & Letters of Support

Petition of Oppsoition

Attachment: Karen White

Attachment: Petition of Support

Attachment: Petition of Opposition

Attachment: Iris Broyde 2nd letter
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4. New Cases

1. 3671 Carman Road POSTPONED FROM 1/15 DUE TO ALTAMONT
ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING ERROR

Public hearing for an area variance to permit an addition that will result in

a detached garage encroaching the required setback.

A. Application Materials

Application, Narrative, Building Elevations, Site Plan and Existing

Building Images

Attachment: Application

Attachment: Narrative

Attachment: Building Elevations

Attachment: Site Plan

Attachment: Existing Building Images

B. Town Notice

Legal Notice & Mailing List

Attachment: Legal Notice

Attachment: Mailing List

2. 1 Armstrong Drive
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Public hearing for an area variance to permit a 6ft fence in a front yard.

A. Application Materials

Application, Fence Rendering, Site Plan, Aerial Imagery & Existing

Fence Conditions

Attachment: Application

Attachment: Fence Rendering

Attachment: Site Plan

Attachment: Aerial Image of Property

Attachment: Existing Fence Conditions

B. Town Notice

Legal Notice & Mailing List

Attachment: Legal Notice

Attachment: Mailing List

C. Public Comment

Chrsitine Duffy

Attachment: Christine Duffy

5. Signs
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1. Guilderland Fire Department Rose Sale

The Guilderland Fire Department will be hosting their annual rose sale and

will post signs at locations previsouly approved by the Board

Attachment: Letter of Notice
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General (non agenda-item specific) attachments for: Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
February 2, 2022 @ 07:00 pm

General Attachments

- Agenda
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Agenda

 

  TOWN OF GUILDERLAND 
                    Town Hall, Route 20 

                   P.O. Box 339 

                                                      Guilderland, NY 12084-0339 

                                                         Phone: (518) 356-1980 

                                                           Fax: (518) 356-1990 
 

  PETER G. BARBER                 THOMAS REMMERT 
       SUPERVISOR                                      CHAIRMAN 

             ZONING BOARD  
        

ZONING BOARD 

MEETING AGENDA 

Wednesday, February 2, 2022 

7:00 PM 
 
6517 Route 158 – Area Variance – A J Signs 

 Public hearing for an area variance to permit the installation of a signage exceeding the allowable 
quantity. 

 
3671 Carman Road – Area Variance – Charles Geyer 

 Public hearing for an area variance to permit an addition that will result in a detached garage 
encroaching the required setback. 

 
1 Armstrong Drive – Area Variance – Jeremy Rue 

 Public hearing for an area variance to permit a 6ft fence in a front yard. 
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Revised Sign Rendering
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Karen White

1/27/22, 2:46 PM Town of Guilderland Mail - [guilderlandny] Sign variance for Phillips Hardware (Sent by Karen White and Robert Freisatz, kwhite0…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=2f27395271&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1723077503989434989&simpl=msg-f%3A17230775039… 1/1

Jacqueline Coons <coonsj@togny.org>

[guilderlandny] Sign variance for Phillips Hardware (Sent by Karen White and Robert
Freisatz, kwhite010@nycap.rr.com)


Contact form at guilderlandny <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Wed, Jan 26, 2022 at 10:39 PM
Reply-To: kwhite010@nycap.rr.com
To: Zoning Board <ZoningBoard@togny.org>

Hello Zoning Board,

Karen White and Robert Freisatz (kwhite010@nycap.rr.com) has sent you a message via your contact form (https://www.
townofguilderland.org/user/7681/contact) at guilderlandny.

If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at https://www.townofguilderland.
org/user/7681/edit.

Message:

To the Guilderland ZBA members:

In advance of the January 5th ZBA meeting, the board received two letters containing many valid points regarding this
variance request. Unlike the first two letter writers, we do have interest in a property near Phillips Hardware. It’s in
Guilderland Center, less than a mile (one minute drive time) from the store in question. Our family has supported this
business since 1959 and still refers to it as J&J’s sometimes. Our haircuts were done by either Ray Wilson or Mary
Fantini in the days when there were barber/beauty services on the premises. Hopefully this qualifies us to speak as
“neighbors” in the eyes of the board.

It has been handy to have access to goods and services nearby. That’s a great way to save driving time, gas money, and
support a local establishment. We realize that Phillips contributes to worthy charities as do other businesses and
individuals in the community.

At this point, we must urge the ZBA to deny the requested variance for additional signage. By his own admission on the
application, the owner agrees that this variance is substantial and the circumstance is self created. In questions one and
four, he indicates that there would be no undesirable change in the character of the neighborhood and no adverse impact
on the physical or environmental conditions of the same. We disagree. The increased size of the new building and
accompanying lighting has already drastically changed the appearance of this rural/residential area. Soon it seems all
those passing by on Routes 146 and 158 will also be treated to signs advertising a Mobil gasoline/convenience store and
Dunkin Donuts. If this “sign creep” is permitted in this location, other retailers will soon demand that they be allowed to
advertise their wares on multiple four foot by eight foot exterior signs. Imagine what that would look like at all of our local
pharmacy and grocery stores.

Regular Phillips customers know where the store is and those in doubt will look up the location online. Question two of the
variance application asks if the benefit could be achieved by other means. The applicant said no, but in looking at the
website we found no Carhartt logo on the Apparel page, no Stihl logo on the Hand & Power Tools page, and no Benjamin
Moore logo on the Painting Supplies page. Searching the site for these brand names was not productive. The final sign
requested was redundant since it is simply the existing monument sign in a different shape. In short, better use of the
website could certainly feature these products and reach more potential customers. It would also make the roads safer for
motorists by focusing drivers’ attention on the adjacent intersection instead of the side of a building.

Many successful businesses in town adhere to the 50 square foot sign limit. Please keep these points in mind when
continuing the discussion of this request at the February 2nd meeting.

Thank you,

Robert Freisatz and Karen White
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Petition of Support

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting - PACKET - (Page 11 of 59) Page 1 of 20 General Attachment: Petition of Support (Page 1 of 20)



General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support

January 31, 2022 

Thomas Remmert 
Town of Guilderland Zoning Board Chairperson  
5209 Western Turnpike 
Guilderland NY, 12084 
 

Dear Mr. Remmert, 

My name is Danielle Walsh, I am the Executive Director at the Guilderland Chamber of Commerce. I am 
writing to voice my support for the 6517 Route 158 – Phillips Hardware Sign Variance application. From 
a business, and specifically retail standpoint, I believe the updated application is a reasonable and 
appropriate request.  With the recent re-build of Phillips Hardware on Route 158 they have added 
approximately 7,000 square feet to offer new services and products. Phillips Hardware is no longer just a 
Hardware store, but offers household items, cleaning products, clothing, and much more. A business 
which expands their offerings should be allowed to appropriately identify those brands & services on 
their building through signage.  

Phillips Hardware is a multi-generation family-owned business which has decided to invest in and 
expand their business within Guilderland Center. They support many community non-profits and 
charities at their many locations. A business cannot be expected to only survive on the existing 
customers that know of them in any given community. One of the goals of the redevelopment project at 
6517 Route 158 was to increase traffic to their business. We understand that the requested square 
footage exceeds the allotted amount under the Town’s signage code. We believe this is an appropriate 
request based on the nature of Phillips Hardware’s business and recent renovations at the site.  

I appreciate your time and consideration.  

Sincerely,  

Danielle Walsh 
Executive Director, Guilderland Chamber of Commerce 

 

Please Note: The above comments do not necessarily reflect the views of the entire Guilderland Chamber Board or Members.  
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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General Attachment: Petition of Support
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Petition of Opposition
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General Attachment: Petition of Opposition
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General Attachment: Petition of Opposition
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General Attachment: Petition of Opposition
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General Attachment: Petition of Opposition
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General Attachment: Petition of Opposition
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Iris Broyde 2nd letter

2/2/22, 4:06 PM Town of Guilderland Mail - [guilderlandny] Variance request for signage at Phillips Hardware (Sent by Iris W Broyde, IB5523@AOL.…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=2f27395271&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1723489532017157155&simpl=msg-f%3A17234895320… 1/1

Jacqueline Coons <coonsj@togny.org>

[guilderlandny] Variance request for signage at Phillips Hardware (Sent by Iris W
Broyde, IB5523@AOL.COM)


Contact form at guilderlandny <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Mon, Jan 31, 2022 at 11:48 AM
Reply-To: IB5523@aol.com
To: Zoning Board <ZoningBoard@togny.org>

Hello Zoning Board,

Iris W Broyde (IB5523@AOL.COM) has sent you a message via your contact form (https://www.
townofguilderland.org/user/7681/contact) at guilderlandny.

If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at https://www.townofguilderland.
org/user/7681/edit.

Message:

Dear Chairman Remmert and Zoning Board Members,

I am writing to oppose the refurbished variance request of signage for Phillips Hardware.

I have already made a submission to this board per the applicant’s first proposal. I am not sure about the protocol for this,
but it seems to me that as the board is hearing a request for a variance that differs from what had previously been
proposed,

it would seem fair to have the opportunity to weigh in as what is now being considered is for all purposes, new.

I will reiterate that the business in question is not in my immediate vicinity. I will leave the debate on visual impact and
compatibility with the character of the surrounding neighborhood to those who are qualified to argue those points.

My concern is the nature and precedent of what is being asked. And perhaps the decrease in the overage of allowable
signage now being requested makes this variance even more troublesome.

The applicant is requesting to be allowed additional signage for advertising. Plain and simple. Dispensation from
limitations per the code to promote what is going on inside the business, not the business itself. And as it is not nearly as
excessive, perhaps that seems innocuous.

My neighborhood is off of the Westmere Corridor. Our commercial thoroughfare. Should this precedent be approved, I
shudder to think of what that can come to look like where any and all businesses, where it pertains, decide to request just
a little more signage to promote their product lines. How can they be turned down? I have no doubt that neighboring
businesses would be in full support of each other to petition the board to make those allowances.

In my earlier writing, I suggested either a denial or a significant alteration to the applicant’s request. In this iteration, yes
significantly altered, I find myself no less concerned on the precedent that would be set. I would respectfully urge the
board not to approve this application.

Thank you,

Iris Broyde

Westmere Terrace
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Application
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General Attachment: Application
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Narrative
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Building Elevations
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Site Plan
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Existing Building Images
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Legal Notice
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General Attachment: Application
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General Attachment: Application
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Fence Rendering
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Site Plan
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Aerial Image of Property
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Existing Fence Conditions
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General Attachment: Existing Fence Conditions
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General Attachment: Existing Fence Conditions
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Christine Duffy

2/2/22, 2:30 PM Town of Guilderland Mail - Public Comment Special Use Variance Application #4873 - 1 Armstrong Drive Altamont NY

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=2f27395271&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1723331935496638918&simpl=msg-f%3A17233319354… 1/1

Jacqueline Coons <coonsj@togny.org>

Public Comment Special Use Variance Application #4873 - 1 Armstrong Drive
Altamont NY
cduffy3938@aol.com <cduffy3938@aol.com> Sat, Jan 29, 2022 at 6:03 PM
Reply-To: cduffy3938@aol.com
To: "coonsj@togny.org" <coonsj@togny.org>, "melitaj@togny.org" <melitaj@togny.org>

Dear Ms. Coons and the Zoning Board of Appeals,
Please add this letter to the public comment and file for Special Use Application of Jeremy Rue, 1 Armstrong Drive
Altamont NY Special Use Variance Number handwritten on application as 4873.  I am respectfully asking the ZBA not
to approve the Special Use Variance because of enroachment in the public right of way.  We have NYS laws and
Federal Laws and Town Codes that should be upheld isn't it the duty of the Town and the ZBA not to allow
encroachments in the public right of way?  At issue is that you are seeking to allow 1) precedent; 2) disregard for
pedestrian and motorist accessibility and most importantly you are seeking to discriminate against persons with
disabilities particularly pedestrians by obstructing the public right of way 3) ZBA creating laws outside the scope of the
ZBA.  You are shutting me out as a person with a mobility disability from the possibility of living within the Town of
Guilderland by allowing property owners to take the frontage in areas where I need to walk.  

The fact that the town has not put in a sidewalk does not mean the Town can discriminate.  

The Town has and does require people at time of permit to remedy and at other times to remedy land use.  For
example, when we moved from the Lone Pine Development area the Town came to inspect the water. They asked us
to remedy the property and we gladly complied.  When we moved to 15 Fletcher Rd Albany also in the Town of
Guilderland the former property owners did not have to remedy but the Town demanded we remedy within the public
right of way.  And we gladly did.

Please require through the ZBA permit to require the applicant to move the fence and not obstruct nor enter the rigiht
of way.  To the applicants, I ask that you keep the right of way accessible.  To the ZBA, I ask that you realize how
important the public right of way is for the community particularly as you appear to be creating  your own disregard of
town codes and the needs of persons with a disability.  I think it is horrible that you require us to write for protection of
the public right of way.  

The Town has disapproved other applications such as this and I ask the ZBA to please request the applicant to place
the fence on their property and not the public right of way.

Very truly yours,
Christine Duffy
15 Fletcher Rd
Albany NY 12203
518-456-6372
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