
GUILDERLAND TOWN BOARD
TOWN BOARD REGULAR MEETING

P A C K E T
NOVEMBER 9, 2023 

07:00 PM



A G E N D A
GUILDERLAND TOWN BOARD

TOWN BOARD REGULAR MEETING
NOVEMBER 9, 2023 

07:00 PM

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call

Public Comment

Public Hearings

At 7:00pm 	Application for the proposed Black Creek Run Country
Hamlet located at Depot Road/School Road
Attachment: Black creek stormwater pond figure 10-24-23 _1_.pdf

Attachment: Black creek stormwater landscaping  figure 10-24-23.pdf

Attachment: description of wet pond_ aquatic bench and mosquitos controls-black creek.pdf

Attachment: response to sue green comments.pdf

Attachment: pg 12 of stormwater report.pdf

Attachment: rrv worksheet.pdf

Attachment: BASEMENT DISCLOSURE.pdf

At 7:15pm	Application for rezoning 64.85 acres from an existing
128.4-acre parcel, located at 6283 Farm Lane, from R040 (Residential
Overlay) to RA3 (Rural Agricultural -- 3-acre minimum)
Attachment: Farm Lane Change in Zone Application.pdf

Attachment: Signed_Farm Ln Ag Data Statement _1_.pdf

Attachment: ACPB Recommendation 2023--09--21 _1_.pdf

Attachment: Planning Board Report - Farm Lane Change in Zone.FINAL _1_.pdf

Attachment: Farm Lane Change in Zone - Proposed District Boundary Line _1_.pdf

Attachment: Farm Lane Change in Zone SEQR EAF Amended.pdf

Attachment: Farm Lane Change in Zone Project Narrative _1_.pdf

At 7:30pm	Proposed local law that would increase the exemption from
Town property tax for persons with disabilities on limited income

Approval of the minutes for the Town Board's October 17, 2023 meeting

Approval of the minutes for the Town Board's November 2, 2023 meeting

Agenda

1.  	Consider approving the proposed collective bargaining agreement
with the United Public Service Employees Union, as requested by the
Comptroller.
Attachment: Agenda Item 1.pdf
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2.	Consider the following appointments as recommended by the Personnel
Assistant:

• Jasmine Henry            permanent    Keyboard Specialist, Building &
Zoning     

• Amber Mansfield         provisional    Recreation Assistant (full-time),
Parks & Rec

• Karen Crounse            provisional    Recreation Assistant (part-time),
Parks & Rec

• Kristina Montgomery   provisional    Assistant Coordinator, Senior
Services.

Attachment: Agenda Item 2.pdf

3.	Consider authorizing the Town Supervisor and Town Clerk to sign the
Collector's Warrant for the Water Department in the amount of
$731,182.97.
Attachment: Agenda Item 3.pdf

4.	Consider approving an increase in demolition charges from $135 to
$140 per ton, as requested by the Transfer Station.
Attachment: Agenda Item 4.pdf

5. 	Consider approving amendments to the 2023 Town budget, pursuant to
NYS Town Law § 112, as recommended by the Fiscal Officer.
Attachment: Agenda Item 5.pdf

6. 	Consider the following appointments as recommended by the Chief of
Police:

• Nicholas Jaeger                    Sergeant
• Joshua Lyons                        Officer
• Matthew Lyons                     Officer
• Matthew Romano                 Officer

Attachment: Agenda Item 6.pdf

7.	Consider grant funding under the TAP (Transportation Alternative
Program) / CMAQ (Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality) as
recommended by the Grant Writer.
Attachment: Agenda Item 7.pdf

Attachment: Resolution .pdf

1. 8.	Consider scheduling a public hearing for December 5, 2023 at 7:00pm
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on the application to rezone from a single-family (R15) district to a local
Business (LB) district, located at 1854 Western Avenue, as recommended
by the Town Planner.
Attachment: Planning Board Report - Laviano Change in Zone.FINAL.pdf

Attachment: ACPB Recommendation 2023--09--21 _2_.pdf

Attachment: 1854 Western Ave Change in Zone SEQR EAF.pdf

Attachment: 1854 Western Ave Change in Zone Concept Plan Mixed Use Bldg.pdf

Attachment: 1854 Western Ave Change in Zone Application _1_.pdf

Attachment: 1854 Western Ave Change in Zone Plot Plans.pdf

Attachment: 1854 Western Ave Change in Zone Project Narrative.pdf

9.	Consider cancelling the Town Board's November 21, 2023 meeting.

Adjournment
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Black creek stormwater pond figure 10-24-23 _1_.pdf

6250 DEPOT ROAD & SCHOOL  ROAD       TOWN OF GUILDERLAND
ALBANY COUNTY        NEW YORK

RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT
BLACK  CREEK  RUN

CONSULTING IN - 

LAND SURVEYING & DEVELOPMENT

Design of:

CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

FIGURE 7 - STORMWATER POND CROSS SECTION

STORMWATER POND CROSS SECTION
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Black creek stormwater landscaping  figure 10-24-23.pdf

6250 DEPOT ROAD & SCHOOL  ROAD       TOWN OF GUILDERLAND
ALBANY COUNTY        NEW YORK

RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT
BLACK  CREEK  RUN

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING

Design of:

LAND SURVEYING & DEVELOPMENT

CONSULTING IN - 

DATE: JANUARY 01, 2018
SHEET 1 OF 1

SCALE: NO SCALE

FIGURE 8
STORMWATER LANDSCAPING DETAILS

NICHOLAS COSTA, P.E.

STORMWATER POND LANDSCAPING DETAILS
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: description of wet pond_ aquatic bench and mosquitos controls-black creek.pdf

   Advance Engineering & Surveying, PLLC 
                               Consulting in: Civil & Environmental Engineering  Land Surveying  Land Development  

                               11 Herbert Drive                                                                    Phone: (518) 698-3772 

                               Latham, N.Y.  12110                                                         Email:ncostape@gmail.com 

 

                       Nicholas Costa, PE 

“Engineering Innovative & Sustainable Solutions” 

 

  

 

Description of Proposed Stormwater Management Practice, 
Aquatic Bench and Mosquitos Controls 

 

The proposed Stormwater Management Practice that is being implemented at the Black 

Creek project is a Wet Pond (P-2) per the NYSDEC Stormwater Management Design 
Manual. The wet pond will be developed in accordance with the specifications presented 

in the NYSDEC publication entitled “New York State Stormwater Management Design 
Manual”.  In accordance with the manual, the basin will comply with the specifications 
presented for “Wet Pond.”  This pond makes use of a “Sump Area” below the outlet invert 

to provide a permanent pool; an aquatic bench will further treat the stormwater runoff.  
Combined with an outlet control structure that has multiple openings to mitigate the 

various storm events, the “Wet Pond” becomes an effective method of treating and 
controlling the peak runoff from developed areas. 
 

The Wet Pond permanent pool generally has a variable depth of four (4) to eight (8) feet. 
The Wet Pond will be supported by the groundwater flow that seeks to move from the up-

gradient areas towards the Black Creek which is located down-gradient and is the natural 
discharge location for the groundwater. The groundwater movement prevents the 
permanent pool from becoming stagnant and also helps in preventing the growth of 

vegetation. 
  

The primary breeding habitat for mosquitoes is stagnant or shallow pools of water 
(generally less than 3 feet in depth) which also promotes growth of vegetation. 
As noted above the proposed Wet Pond will have a depth in excess of three (3) feet and 

the groundwater movement will keep the water from becoming stagnant. In addition a 
Wet Pond also has another feature that will help with the reduction and/or management 

of mosquitoes. The Wet Pond includes an aquatic bench that is planted with vegetation 
that promotes the healthy growth that supports aquatic insects that are very helpful in 
minimizing mosquitoes breeding. 

 
The NYSDEC Stormwater Management Design Manual in Appendix H presents 

Landscaping Guidance/Plants List and in section H.1 Ponds and Wetlands presents Table 
H.1 Hydrologic Zones which defines Zone 2 – Shallow Water Bench (Aquatic Bench) and 
presents the following:  

 
Zone 2: Shallow Water Bench (Normal Pool To 1 Foot) Zone 2 includes all areas that are inundated 

below the normal pool to a depth of one foot, and is the primary area where emergent plants will grow 

in a stormwater wetlands. Zone 2 also coincides with the aquatic bench found in stormwater ponds. 

This zone offers ideal conditions for the growth of many emergent wetland species. These areas may be 

located at the edge of the pond or on low mounds of earth located below the surface of the water within 
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General Attachment: description of wet pond_ aquatic bench and mosquitos controls-black creek.pdf

Page 2 of 2 
 

“Engineering Innovative & Sustainable Solutions” 
 

the pond. When planted, Zone 2 can be an important habitat for many aquatic and nonaquatic animals, 

creating a diverse food chain. This food chain includes predators, allowing a natural regulation of 

mosquito populations, thereby reducing the need for insecticidal applications.  

  

 Plant material must be able to withstand constant inundation of water to depths between six 

inches and one foot deep.   

 Plants will be partially submerged.  

 Plants should be able to enhance pollutant uptake.  

 Plants may provide food and cover for waterfowl, desirable insects and other aquatic life. 

 Plants will stabilize the bottom of the pond, as well as the edge of the pond, absorbing wave 

impacts and reducing erosion, when water level fluctuates.  

 Plant also slow water velocities and increase sediment deposition rates.  

 Plants can reduce resuspension of sediments caused by the wind.  

 Plants can also soften the engineered contours of the pond, and can conceal drawdowns during 

dry weather. 

 
The project drawings show the details of the proposed Wet Pond and the associated 

Aquatic Bench which are in accordance with the NYSDEC Stormwater Management 
Design Manual. 
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: response to sue green comments.pdf
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: pg 12 of stormwater report.pdf

Town Board Regular Meeting - PACKET - (Page 11 of 113) Page 1 of 1 General Attachment: pg 12 of stormwater report.pdf (Page 1 of 1)



^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: rrv worksheet.pdf
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: BASEMENT DISCLOSURE.pdf

DISCLOSURE 

The Black Creek Run Residential Development site has a high water table. Dwelling units 

constructed with basements may require the installation of sump pumps to address or prevent 

issues with water in basements. Dwelling units with basements may require long term 

maintenance as a result of the water table.  

Buyer acknowledges receipt of a copy of this statement, and Buyer understands the information 

provided herein.   It is not a warranty or representation of any kind by Seller or Seller’s agent  

 

________________________________  Date:________________ 

Buyer 

 

 

________________________________  Date:________________ 

Buyer 
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Farm Lane Change in Zone Application.pdf

Page | 1  03/2021 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Instruction Sheet 

Change of Zone Application 

 

All applicants for zoning changes will be required to complete an application form, obtainable 
from the Town Clerk.  The Planning Administrator and/or Zoning Administrator may assist the 
applicant(s) with the application form. 

 

Submission Requirements 

The applicant shall submit to the Town Clerk sixteen copies of: 

1. Plot plan containing all the information as required below 
2. Completed application for change of zone 
3. Short Environmental Assessment form 
4. Legal description of the property 
5. Re-zone fee $600.00, check made out to Town of Guilderland 

 

Contents of the Plot Plan 

The plot plan shall be a scale drawing containing the following: 

1. The parcel boundaries and the owners of all contiguous properties 
2. The zoning classification of all contiguous properties 
3. All streets, either mapped or built, adjacent to the tract 
4. All existing structures on the parcel 
5. All watercourses and other significant physical features on the parcel 
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General Attachment: Farm Lane Change in Zone Application.pdf

Page | 2  03/2021 
  
 

TOWN OF GUILDERLAND 

APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF ZONE 

 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name: _________________________________________ Phone: ______________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ____________ 

 

PARCEL INFORMATION 

Address and exact location of parcel to be rezoned: 

Request zoning change for __________ to __________ Tax Map#: ______________________ 

Total Acreage: ____________________ Parcel Depth: ____________________ 

 
 
PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Describe any existing structures on the property: _____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the present use of the property: ___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTION 

Zoning classification of all adjoin parcels: 
North: _______________________________   South: ___________________________ 
East:  ________________________________   West:  ___________________________ 
 
Zoning Classification of all parcels directly on opposite side of street of highway: ____________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Character and use of all surrounding parcels: 
North: ________________________________  South: ___________________________ 
East:  ________________________________   West:  ___________________________ 
 
Approximate distance to nearest parcel of different zoning classification indicating exact 
location, zoning, character and use of last mentioned parcel: 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Eco Legacy Values LLC

NY

RO40 RA3 50.00-3-2

128.4

(518) 366-5708

RO40 R20, RA3
RO40 R10

1 Single-family dwelling, 1 barn, 7 work sheds.

Agriculture. Production of corn and hay. 

R10, R20, RO40

Approximately 630 feet to the nearest parcel of different zoning from the 1.8 MW AC array. The parcel is a single-

family dwelling R10. The larger 5 MW AC array is approximatley 330 feet to the nearest parcel of different zoning.

That parcel is zoned RA3.

380 Pardee Rd, #4, Rochester, NY 14609

Single-family dwellings
Agriculture, single-family dwellings
Golf Course, single-family dwellings

Single-family dwellings

Ecolegacy Values LLC

14609

2.8
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General Attachment: Farm Lane Change in Zone Application.pdf

Page | 3  03/2021 
  
 

 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

This application must be accompanied by 16 copies of a plot plan containing all the information 
as outlined on the instruction sheet, a legal description of the property, and a State 
Environmental Review short form. 
 
The application shall be submitted to the Town Clerk. 
 
The applicant hereby certifies that he/she is the owner of the above property or has been duly 
authorized, in writing by the owner or record to make this application. 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Signature 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Print or Type Name                                     Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2/21/2023Loren Pruskowski 05/09/2023
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Signed_Farm Ln Ag Data Statement _1_.pdf

TOWN  VILLAGE   CITY OF Application #_______________
(circle one) 

Agricultural   Data    Statement Date _______________ 

Instructions: This form must be completed for any application for a special use permit, site plan approval, use  
variance or a subdivision approval requiring municipal review that would occur on property within 500 
feet of a farm operation located in a NYS Dept. of Ag & Markets certified Agricultural District. 

                          Applicant     Owner if Different from Applicant 

Name:  ________________________________
Address: _______________________________

   _______________________________

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________

  _______________________________

1. Type of Application:  � Special Use Permit; � Site Plan Approval ; � Use Variance;
              (circle one or more) � Subdivision Approval 

2. Description of proposed project:_________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Location of project:  Address: _________________________________________________________
       Tax Map Number (TMP) _______________________ 

4. Is this parcel within an Agricultural District?  � NO � YES  (Check with your local assessor if
5. If YES, Agricultural District Number_________________     you do not know) 
6. Is this parcel actively farmed?           � NO � YES 
7. List all farm operations within 500 feet of your parcel.  Attach additional sheets if necessary. 

Name:  ________________________________
Address: _______________________________

   _______________________________
Is this parcel actively farmed? � NO � YES 

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________

 _______________________________ 
Is this parcel actively farmed? � NO � YES 

Name:  ________________________________
Address: _______________________________

   _______________________________
Is this parcel actively farmed? � NO � YES 

Name:  ________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________

 _______________________________ 
Is this parcel actively farmed? � NO � YES 

____________________________  ___________________________________ 
       Signature of Applicant     Signature of Owner (if other than applicant) 

Reviewed by:  _________________________   ________________ 
Signature of Municipal Official    Date 

NOTE TO REFERRAL AGENCY: County Planning Board review is required. A copy of the 
Agricultural Data Statement must be submitted along with the referral to the County Planning Department. 

Guilderland

6/20/2023

Ecolegacy Values LLC Mathew Pruskowski
380 Pardee Rd, #4 6283 Farm Ln

Rochester, NY 14609 Guilderland, NY 12084

This project will consist of a 5 MWAC Single-Axis Tracker Array and 2.8 MWAC 
ground mount Fixed-Tilt Solar Array.  The array will include the construction of a 20 foot wide access road, new above and 
below-ground utility lines, transformer/inverter pads, and a 7-foot high fence per national electric code. A local friendly pollinator
mix will be be planted and sheep grazing will be utilized. The system will be decommissioned at the end of its life cycle.

6283 Farm Ln, Guilderland, NY 12084
50.00-3-2

3

 David Yezzi  
 100 TRUAX LN  

 Guilderland, NY 12084  

✔

  
  
  

✔ ✔

✔

✔

✔
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: ACPB Recommendation 2023--09--21 _1_.pdf

 

 

 

 

ALBANY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

NOTIFICATION 

 

RECOMMENDATION DATE: September 21st, 2023 

 

Case #: 10-230904326 

Project Name: Farm Lane Change in Zone - Amendment 

Project Location: 6283-6285 Farm Ln Pr 

Tax Map Number: 50.00-3-2 

Referring Agency: Town of Guilderland Planning Board 

Considerations: Amendment to previously proposed rezoning of 68.45 acres from 

Residential Overlay (RO40) zoning district to Rural Agricultural 

(RA3) zoning district. 

 

ACPB 

Recommendation: 

 

Defer to local consideration 

 1. This board has found that the proposed action will have no impact 

upon the jurisdictional determinant referring to this case, nor will it 

have significant countywide or intermunicipal impact. 

Advisory:  
 

 

 

___________________________ 

Gopika Muddappa, Senior Planner 

Albany County Planning Board 

NOTE:  

 This recommendation is rendered in compliance with applicable requirements of Section 239 of New York State 

General Municipal Law.  Final determination on this matter rests with the appropriate municipal body.  

 A recommendation of “APPROVE” or “MODIFY LOCAL APPROVAL” should not be interpreted as a 

recommendation by this body that the referring agency approve the matter referred.  Such recommendation does not 

indicate that this body has reviewed all local concerns; rather the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  

Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency. 

 General Municipal Law Section 239 requires that the local agency notify the county within thirty days of its final 

action. Please use the OFFICIAL NOTICE OF LOCAL ACTION form that is attached for this purpose.   

 General Municipal Law Section 239 sets forth the procedural requirements for taking local action contrary to the 

County Planning Board’s recommendation of objection or conditional approval. 

 Albany County is required to submit a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Permit (MS4) (No. GP-0-10-002) 

Notice of Intent (NOI) to comply with the NYS DEC permit for the control of wastewater and stormwater 

discharges in accordance with the Clean Water Act.  Construction Activity Permit No. GP-0-1-001 issued by 

NYSDEC is also required for activity with soil disturbances of one acre or more. The law is required by the Clean 

Water Act to control point source discharges to ground water as well as surface waters. 

449 New Salem Road, Voorheesville, NY 12186 

TELEPHONE: (518) 655-7932 FAX: (518) 765-3459 
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General Attachment: ACPB Recommendation 2023--09--21 _1_.pdf

In compliance with Article 12-B, Section 239 of New York State General Municipal Law, this serves as official notification to 

the Albany County Planning Board of the action taken on the application described above. 

 

LOCAL ACTION ON ACPB RECOMMENDATION: 
       AGREED WITH COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS TO MODIFY OR DISAPPROVE 

       OVER-RULED COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS TO MODIFY OR DISAPPROVE 
 

LOCAL DECISION ON PROJECT: 
      PROJECT APPROVED   

      PROJECT DISAPPROVED 
 
VOTE RECORDED: ______________________________    DATE OF LOCAL ACTION: _________________________ 

 

Set forth the reasons for any action contrary to the ACPB recommendations (use additional sheets if needed): 
 

 

 

SIGNED:  ___________________________________ TITLE: ________________________________________ 
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Planning Board Report - Farm Lane Change in Zone.FINAL _1_.pdf

 

 

Peter G. Barber 
Supervisor 

 

Kenneth Kovalchik, AICP 
Town Planner 

                                                                                      

                 

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

 
Visit the Town of Guilderland Website at http://www.townofguilderland.org 

TOWN OF GUILDERLAND 
Planning Department 

Town Hall, Route 20 

P.O. Box 339 

Guilderland, NY 12084-0339 

Phone: (518) 356-1980 x 1061 

Fax: (518) 356-5514 

Email: kovalchikk@togny.org 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Peter G. Barber, Supervisor 
  & Town Board 
 
FROM:  Kenneth Kovalchik, AICP, Town Planner 
 
Date:   August 10, 2023 
 
SUBJ: Farm Lane Change in Zone  

Planning Board Report to Town Board 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The applicant is proposing to rezone 34.86 acres to the RA3 District, with 94.12 acres remaining in 
the RO40 District. The parcel totals 128.4 +/- acres and is located immediately east of the Western 
Turnpike Golf Course and west of Foundry Road. Surrounding zoning consists of properties located 
in the Residential Overlay (RO) District to the west; Residential Overlay (RO) District and Single-
family Residential (R15 and R20) Districts to the east; Single-family Residential (R15) District to the 
north; and Rural Agricultural (RA3) District to the south. 
 
The Planning Board, as an interested agency included in the SEQR coordinated review, reviewed 
the change in zone application at their August 9, 2023 meeting and heard a presentation from the 
Applicant.  The Planning Board offers the following comments on the proposed change in zone: 
 

1. The Planning Board has no issue with the Town Board acting as Lead Agency in this matter. 
2. If the Town Board adopts a Local Law, granting the change in zone, the Town Board should 

consider requiring an easement for pedestrian trail purposes on the southern portion of 
the property, connecting Western Turnpike Golf Course (town owned) to Nott Road.  

3. The district boundary line between the proposed RA3 District and existing RO40 District 
should be revised in order to create a lot with more standard dimensions. The Planning 
Board included a recommended district boundary line in the enclosed exhibit. 
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Farm Lane Change in Zone - Proposed District Boundary Line _1_.pdf
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^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Farm Lane Change in Zone SEQR EAF Amended.pdf
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September 5, 2023 

 

Dear Town of Guilderland Planning Board, Town Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals: 

Ecolegacy Values LLC is pleased to submit the enclosed application package for approval of a proposed 5 MW AC 

Community Solar Ground Mounted Single-Axis Tracker Array and 2.8 MW AC Ground Mounted Fixed-Tilt Solar 

Array in the Town of Guilderland, New York. The facility is proposed to be located on 6283 Farm Ln (Tax ID: 

50.00-3-2). In accordance with Zoning Code, we are seeking approval for a Special Use Permit from the Zoning 

Board of Appeals, a Minor Subdivision approval from the Planning Board, and a Zoning Change approval from 

the Town Board. The Change in Zone will consist of 68.45-acre conversion from RO40 to RA3. Please consider 

this our letter of intent and our solar facility description for these proposed projects. 

In addition to discounted electricity, these projects would provide an increase in tax revenue generated by this 

parcel, as well as a clean source of renewable energy.  

These projects has been designed to comply with all applicable codes and regulations, including Town of 

Guilderland Code. We will discuss the performance of the proposed single-axis tracker and fixed-tilt technology 

with the Town during the project review process, particularly with regards to maximum height.  Please find 

below the primary reasons Ecolegacy Values LLC believes this is an appropriate site to locate the project: 

 

1. National Grid has studied the projects and has permitted the projects to interconnect at the 

Pinebush substation. Ecolegacy Values LLC has paid the deposits to secure its interconnection 

service agreements on October 2021 and October 2022.  

2. Located on an agricultural site, this site represents an ideal area to construct a single-axis and 

ground-mounted solar array’s with minimal impacts which is laid out in our surveys and 

stormwater pollution and prevention plan. The proposed project will also include construction of a 

new gravel access road within the proposed solar array area, post-driven solar racking, an 

inverter/transformer equipment pad (centrally located in the area), new overhead utility poles, 

and a seven-foot wildlife friendly fence around the perimeter of the solar array. Construction will 

comply with NYS Ag and Markets guidelines for solar energy projects. Vegetation management will 

be accomplished by sheep grazing. 

3. At the end of its life, the solar array system will be decommissioned, and the site restored back to 

the current existing condition. Ecolegacy Values LLC has submitted a decommissioning plan for 

your review. 
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4. The project is proposed to occupy approximately 34.9 acres out of the 128.4-acre existing parcel or 

34.9 acres of the proposed 68.45 acres Change in Zone. 

5. Solar panels are designed to absorb as much light energy as possible to maximize output; they are 

equipped with an anti-reflective coating and reflect only about 2 percent of incoming light.  

6. No noise from the proposed operation of the facility is anticipated to impact the surrounding area 

due to the distance from the array and equipment to other structures in the area. 

About Ecolegacy Values LLC:  

Ecolegacy Values prides itself on taking the long view on renewable energy.  We are a developer that seeks to 

preserve land, provide less expensive clean power to community members, reduce carbon emissions, improve 

air – water - and soil quality, and promote peace. Loren Pruskowski is the founder and CEO.  For over two 

decades, Loren has worked with a variety of stakeholders – lenders, equity providers, energy offices, colleges 

and universities, municipalities, community groups and others – to proliferate renewable energy deployment.  

Loren founded and managed Sustainable Energy Developments – a leader in providing onsite wind and solar 

projects to energy users, generating enough power for 10,000’s of homes. 

 
 

About Renua Energy  

Renua Energy was established in 2013 to bring customized commercial & utility solar engineering, permitting, 

and project development solutions to the marketplace. We are unique simply because our services are 

comprehensive, and we have successfully designed and permitted over 30 community solar projects across New 

York State. Renua Energy is proud to be a Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB, certified by 

New York State and the Federal government). 

 

Loren Pruskowski 

Founder  

Ecolegacy Values LLC |  

Phone: (518) 366-5708 

Email:  loren.pruskowski.elv@gmail.com  

David Byrne  

Founder/Owner  

Renua Energy, Inc.  
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Phone: (518) 391-5980  

Email: Dave@RenuaEnergy.com 
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To:  Supervisor Barber, Town Board Members 

From: Donald Csaposs 

Date:  November 8, 2023 

Re:  2023 TAP/CMAQ Applications 

 

The Town is in the process of preparing applications for grant funding under 

the TAP (Transportation Alternative Program)/CMAQ(Congestion Mitigation and 

Air Quality) initiative administered by NY State DOT. 

This program has always been competitive, but an increase in the awareness of 

local governments of the importance of multi-modal transportation formats as 

a result of the impact of the pandemic has made the interest level in this 

program grow very significantly. 

In an effort to help prospective applicants work through a cumbersome and 

complicated application process, DOT is providing for a preliminary review and 

critique of applications prior to the formal application filing deadline of January 

9, 2024.  

The deadline for preliminary review of applications is November 29. One of the 

application components that municipalities must provide is an assurance from 

the local government that the municipality will provide the 20% local match 

component on any approved project.  

Overall project budgets are currently being worked on, but are not complete at 

this time. Since there is no Town Board meeting scheduled between 11/9 and 

the preliminary submission deadline of 11/29, I am requesting that the Town 

Board approve a generic statement that Guilderland can and will provide the 

necessary local match for any approved project. Prior to the final submission in 

January, the Board will be requested to approve project -specific resolutions 

which will stipulate the local match commitment for each project. 

The resolution presented to you will provide the location and a basic 

description of each of the projects that we are applying for funding on. Please 

note that each of these projects is recommended in one or more of the various 

planning studies conducted by the Town. 

Town Board Regular Meeting - PACKET - (Page 97 of 113) Page 1 of 1 General Attachment: Agenda Item 7.pdf (Page 1 of 1)



^ Back to Agenda ^ General Attachment: Resolution .pdf

The Town Board of the Town of Guilderland by this resolution commits the Town to provide the 

requisite 20% local match portion of the cost of any or all of the listed projects applied for in the 2023 

round of the TAP/CMAQ program administered by the NY State Department of Transportation. 

 

Applications will be submitted for the following projects: 

1) A paved bike-ped path on NY State Route 146 between Western Avenue and the Winter 

Recreation parking lot at Tawasentha Park. 

2) Sidewalks to fill all remaining gaps on the east side of Carman Road from Sunset Drive to Lone 

Pine Road. 

3) A sidewalk on Willow Street from Siver Road to Western Avenue. 

4) A sidewalk on Gun Club Road from Main Street to the entrance to Bozenkill Park. 
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Peter G. Barber 
Supervisor 

 

Kenneth Kovalchik, AICP 
Town Planner 

                                                                                      

                 

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

 
Visit the Town of Guilderland Website at http://www.townofguilderland.org 

TOWN OF GUILDERLAND 
Planning Department 

Town Hall, Route 20 

P.O. Box 339 

Guilderland, NY 12084-0339 

Phone: (518) 356-1980 x 1061 

Fax: (518) 356-5514 

Email: kovalchikk@togny.org 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Peter G. Barber, Supervisor 
  & Town Board 
 
FROM:  Kenneth Kovalchik, AICP, Town Planner 
 
Date:   October 26, 2023 
 
SUBJ: 1854 Western Avenue Change in Zone  

Planning Board Report to Town Board 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Background 
The applicant is proposing to rezone 1.14 acres from the Single-family (R15) District to the Local 
Business (LB) District.  The parcel is located on the south side of Western Avenue and approximately 
125 feet east of Venezio Avenue.  Surrounding zoning consists of properties located in the Local 
Business (LB) District to the west; Business Non-Retail Professional (BNRP) District to the east; 
Business Non-Retail Professional (BNRP) District to the north, on the north side of Western Avenue; 
and Single-family Residential (R15) District to the south.   
 
Albany County Planning Board 
The Albany County Planning Board (ACPB) reviewed the application at their September 21, 2013 
meeting and found that the proposed action will have no impact upon the jurisdictional 
determinant referring to this case, nor will it have significant countywide or intermunicipal 
impact and recommended to defer to local consideration. 
 
Planning Board Recommendations 
The Planning Board reviewed the application at their May 24, 2023, September 13, 2023 and 
October 25, 2023 meetings and offers the following recommendations to the Town Board: 
 
1. Maintain the Single-family Residential (R15) District for the two residential lots on Hanes Street. 
2. Allow the Local Business (LB) District for the lot on Western Avenue as requested by the 

applicant. 
3. If approved by the Town Board, the Planning Board supports area variances on the proposed 

LB District lot on Western Avenue, as necessary, to accommodate development consistent 
with surrounding properties. 

4. The Planning board provided three sketch plans, enclosed with this report, as possible site 
development alternatives.  
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Maintain Residential 

Zoning along Hanes St. 

Continue Existing Rear Lot Line. 

Lots Reduced in Size from 

15,070 to Approximately 13,030. 

Minor Area Variance Needed. 

Construct Building along 

Existing “Street Wall” Setback.  

Approximately 20’ Front Yard 

Setback where 35’ Required. 

Avoid Sewer/Water Easements 

Allows for Approximate 

4,600 SF Building (40’ x 115’) 
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ALBANY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

NOTIFICATION 

 

RECOMMENDATION DATE: September 21st, 2023 

 

Case #: 10-230904325 

Project Name: 1854 Western Ave Change in Zone - Amendment 

Project Location: 1854 Western Ave 

Tax Map Number: 52.09-6-2 

Referring Agency: Town of Guilderland Legislative Board 

Considerations: Amendment to previously proposed rezoning of 1.14 acres parcel 

from Single Family Residential (R15) to Local Business (LB). 

 

ACPB 

Recommendation: 

 

Defer to local consideration 

 1. This board has found that the proposed action will have no impact 

upon the jurisdictional determinant referring to this case, nor will it 

have significant countywide or intermunicipal impact. 

Advisory:  
 

 

 

___________________________ 

Gopika Muddappa, Senior Planner 

Albany County Planning Board 

NOTE:  

 This recommendation is rendered in compliance with applicable requirements of Section 239 of New York State 

General Municipal Law.  Final determination on this matter rests with the appropriate municipal body.  

 A recommendation of “APPROVE” or “MODIFY LOCAL APPROVAL” should not be interpreted as a 

recommendation by this body that the referring agency approve the matter referred.  Such recommendation does not 

indicate that this body has reviewed all local concerns; rather the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  

Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency. 

 General Municipal Law Section 239 requires that the local agency notify the county within thirty days of its final 

action. Please use the OFFICIAL NOTICE OF LOCAL ACTION form that is attached for this purpose.   

 General Municipal Law Section 239 sets forth the procedural requirements for taking local action contrary to the 

County Planning Board’s recommendation of objection or conditional approval. 

 Albany County is required to submit a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Permit (MS4) (No. GP-0-10-002) 

Notice of Intent (NOI) to comply with the NYS DEC permit for the control of wastewater and stormwater 

discharges in accordance with the Clean Water Act.  Construction Activity Permit No. GP-0-1-001 issued by 

NYSDEC is also required for activity with soil disturbances of one acre or more. The law is required by the Clean 

Water Act to control point source discharges to ground water as well as surface waters. 

449 New Salem Road, Voorheesville, NY 12186 

TELEPHONE: (518) 655-7932 FAX: (518) 765-3459 
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In compliance with Article 12-B, Section 239 of New York State General Municipal Law, this serves as official notification to 

the Albany County Planning Board of the action taken on the application described above. 

 

LOCAL ACTION ON ACPB RECOMMENDATION: 
       AGREED WITH COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS TO MODIFY OR DISAPPROVE 

       OVER-RULED COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS TO MODIFY OR DISAPPROVE 
 

LOCAL DECISION ON PROJECT: 
      PROJECT APPROVED   

      PROJECT DISAPPROVED 
 
VOTE RECORDED: ______________________________    DATE OF LOCAL ACTION: _________________________ 

 

Set forth the reasons for any action contrary to the ACPB recommendations (use additional sheets if needed): 
 

 

 

SIGNED:  ___________________________________ TITLE: ________________________________________ 
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